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April 2019 

    Gardner Road Elementary School 
541 Gardner Road, Horseheads, New York 14845      (607) 739 – 6347 

ppatterson@horseheadsdistrict.com   

 

Moishe’s Quote of the Month: 
"Life isn't about finding yourself. It's about creating yourself."  

George Bernard Shaw 

 

Dear Gardner Road Families –  

     Happy April to all of our Gardner Road Families.  The end of the 3rd 

marking period is this week and report cards will come home on the 12th.  It is 

always a proud moment to see what learning each student in our school has 

experienced.  As students work with their teachers these last ten weeks, we 

will continue to see even more growth, excitement and pride.  A great activity 

to do with your child is to set goals for what additional learning you and your 

child hope to reach before the end of this year.   

     Please note that there is a change of date to our Marketplace event 

originally on the calendar for April 5th.  This event is now part of our spring 

carnival in May.  Your child may still sign up if you are interested.   

    The Horseheads Family Resource Center is offering a Parent-Child Mother 

Goose Program from 5:30 - 6:30 pm on April 4, 11, and 18.  This enjoyable 

hour of rhymes, songs, stories, and a healthy snack is for families with young 

children (babies through 5 years).  You will learn some new rhymes and songs 

to use with your children at home, discover useful calming/ redirecting 

techniques for your child and just enjoy some fun time together.   There is no 

charge to attend. 

     We invite families to participate in Screen-Free Week.  Be on the lookout 

for details.  This year’s dates are April 29 - May 5.  More info can be found at 

www.screenfree.org  

    The GST BOCES Food Service Program is conducting a survey of 

parents/guardians and students. Please go to this link and choose the 

appropriate survey button: 

http://www.gstboces.org/ms/foodservices/newsite/studentsurvey/  

http://www.gstboces.org/ms/foodservices/newsite/parentsurvey/  

     We look forward to seeing you throughout the school year at Gardner 

Road.  Please contact me if you need anything, have any questions or would 

just like to chat about our school/your child.  To keep up to date with all of the 

happenings at our school, follow our Facebook and Twitter pages.    
    

Your Partner in Education, 

 

 

Patrick Patterson - Principal 

GENERAL INFORMATION: 

Gardner Road School Hours 

8:00 a.m. to 2:25 p.m. 

Tardy Bell – 8:15 AM 

Gardner Road Office Hours 

7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

Elementary Lunches (K-6) 

Breakfast: $ 1.25        Lunch $ 2.10 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/0393327183/?tag=roarin09-20
http://www.screenfree.org/
http://www.gstboces.org/ms/foodservices/newsite/studentsurvey/
http://www.gstboces.org/ms/foodservices/newsite/parentsurvey/
https://www.facebook.com/Gardner-Road-Elementary-School-193266287374739/
https://twitter.com/GARDNER_RD_PRIN?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&ref_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.horseheadsdistrict.com%2FHHGR.cfm
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwip3-WR6ZzaAhXNV98KHVuhABkQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http://aravaig.blogspot.com/2016/03/blog-post_20.html&psig=AOvVaw0AE2sELZeP7lgDF47yoJIF&ust=1522800468669078
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Gardner Road Main Office Updates: 
Class Placements for the 2019-2020 School Year: 

In the near future we will begin to look at classroom placements for the year 2019 – 2020. We use a team 

approach for class placements and it is a long process. As you might imagine, we must take many things into 

consideration when making placements. We welcome your input on the learning environment your child learns 

best with in and you are welcome to share this in a letter to me.  Please do not include in your letter a request 

for a certain teacher as we do not honor these requests.  Please know that we do value parent input and if you 

have any information about your child you want us to consider during placement, please put it in writing and 

drop it off to the main office by Friday, May 3, 2019. 
 

Spring New York Assessment Dates (Grades 3 & 4):  
English Language Arts: April 3rd & 4th         Math: May 1st & 2nd 

Grade 4 Science Performance: May 22nd         Grade 4 Science Written: June 3rd 

Grade 3 NYS Field Test – ELA May 30th 
 

New York State Assessments: 

Our 3rd and 4th graders will be taking their New York State English Language Arts assessments next week and 

their math assessment in May.  One of our goals at Gardner Road Elementary School is to limit our students’ 

anxiety for these assessments. Please help us in reminding your child(ren) that they will do fine.  We encourage 

all students and families to maintain their routines prior to these assessments with a good night sleep.  The 

assessments are a snapshot on how your child is doing in school and helps us reflect as educators on how we are 

meeting the learning standards.  Thank you and please let me know if you have any questions. 
 

Marking Period 3 Report Cards: 

Report cards will go home on April 12th for students in grades one through four.  Just a friendly reminder that 

our report card provides grades on a 1-4 scale and a ‘3’ means that your child is meeting the grade level 

expectations.  If you have a child(ren) in pre-kindergarten or kindergarten, your child’s teacher will be in 

contact with you to set-up a parent conference.  
 

From the Library: 

Spring is here and (hopefully) warm weather is around the corner!  Water bottles and library books together in 

the book bag can be a soggy situation!  Consider sending either the water bottle or the books in a Ziploc baggie 

or separate compartment.  Thank you so much for helping to keep our library books safe. 
 

 

Budget Development Calendar 
The Board of Education and district are currently developing the proposed 2019-20 School Budget to be offered to 

voters May 21. Here is a schedule of public meetings regarding the proposed budget. All are welcome. The Multi-

Media Center is located in the south wing of Horseheads High School. 

Thursday, April 4             Budget Workshop, Multi-Media Center, 6pm 

Wednesday, April 24      Board of Education Meeting, Multi-Media Center, 6 p.m. 

Thursday, April 25           Budget Q&A, Big Flats Town Hall, 7 p.m. 

Monday, April 29            Budget Q&A, Horseheads Town Hall, 7 p.m. 

Tuesday, April 30            Budget Q&A, Horseheads Village Hall, 7 p.m. 

Thursday, May 2              Budget Q&A, Erin Town Hall, 7 p.m. 

Wednesday, May 8         (tentative) Board of Education Candidates’ Forum, Multi-Media Center, 7 p.m. 

Thursday, May 9              Public Hearing, Multi-Media Center, 6 p.m. 

Tuesday, May 21            Budget Vote/Board of Education Election, High School South Gym, 7 a.m. - 9 p.m. 

For more information on the proposed budget, including videos and presentations from the Board of Education 

meetings above, please visit the district website at http://www.horseheadsdistrict.com/2019-

20%20Budget%20Information.cfm?school=District.  

.    
 

 

http://www.horseheadsdistrict.com/2019-20%20Budget%20Information.cfm?school=District
http://www.horseheadsdistrict.com/2019-20%20Budget%20Information.cfm?school=District
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjplqDUxd_gAhWphOAKHVVpDZcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://tlcneighborhood.com/flapjack-fundraiser/4269-horseheads-lady-raiders-varsity-swimming/&psig=AOvVaw1LdFvf-QYbG6bjcywxLsCf&ust=1551481632100605


 

 
3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March Snapshots:   

 

 
  Check out more photos, videos, artwork and events on our Facebook page! 

https://www.facebook.com/Gardner-Road-Elementary-School-193266287374739/
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April’s character trait is: 
 

 

The Horseheads Central School District offers educational programs without regard to race, color, national origin, creed, religion, marital status, military status, sex, 

sexual orientation, age, gender identity, predisposing genetic characteristic, or disability, and provides equal access to applicable groups under the Boy Scouts of America 

Equal Access Act. Inquiries regarding this policy may be made to Caitlin DeFilippo, Title IX/DASA Coordinator, and Co-Civil Rights Compliance Officer; Anthony Gill, 

Co-Civil Rights Compliance Officer; or Kelly Squires, Section 504 Coordinator, Horseheads Central School District, One Raider Lane, Horseheads, NY 14845, (607) 

739-5601. 

 

The Dignity Act Coordinator (DAC) for the Horseheads Central School District is Caitlin DeFilippo, director of Human Resources. If there is a complaint regarding 

discrimination, harassment or bullying of any student, the complaint should be filed with Caitlin DeFilippo at One Raider Lane, Horseheads, NY 14845; 607-739-5601, 

x4211, or cdefilippo@horseheadsdistrict.com. The Dignity Act Coordinator (DAC) for Gardner Road Elementary is Patrick Patterson.  Complaints regarding 

discrimination, harassment, or bullying of any student should be referred to Patrick Patterson at (607) 739 – 6347. 

 

 

Horseheads Central School 

District’s Mission & Vision: 
 

Horseheads Central School District sets the standard of 

educational excellence by fostering innovative thinking, 

curiosity, and a passion for learning to maximize the 

potential of each individual. We engage with our local 

and global communities to provide a student-centered, 

nurturing environment. 

EXPLORE        EMPOWER       EXCEL 

To report child abuse or 

neglect call toll free 

1-800-342-3720 or 

ocfs.ny.gov/main/cps 
 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES: 

 
The Horseheads Central School District is looking for interested individuals 

for several job positions: cleaner, bus driver, food service worker, as well as 

substitute clerical, nurse, cleaner, and food service worker. We seek 

candidates who are 18 or older, including retired community members. To 

apply, complete our district application and submit it, along with all required 

documents, to Human Resources, south wing of Horseheads High School. 

The district application may be found here: 

http://www.horseheadsdistrict.com/uploadeddocs/application.pdf or picked 

up at our Human Resources Office. Questions? Email us at 

hcsdinfo@horseheadsdistrict.com. 

 

Be Your Own Hero! 

April 25, 2019 

http://www.horseheadsdistrict.com/uploadeddocs/application.pdf
mailto:hcsdinfo@horseheadsdistrict.com
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjplqDUxd_gAhWphOAKHVVpDZcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://tlcneighborhood.com/flapjack-fundraiser/4269-horseheads-lady-raiders-varsity-swimming/&psig=AOvVaw1LdFvf-QYbG6bjcywxLsCf&ust=1551481632100605


Be honest. If you don’t know a lot about autism, tell your 
child that you don’t know but are willing to fi nd out. Take 
advantage of your child’s curiosity and seek resources to 
help. Many children’s books explain autism in a way that 
young children can understand. Websites contain helpful 
information for children, parents, and providers. 

Know that every child is 
diff erent. Autism is a spectrum 
disorder, so no two children 
with autism are alike. A child 
with autism might have areas 
of exceptional talent, as well 
as areas of defi cit. Help your 
child understand that autism 
presents itself in variable ways. 

Put a positive spin on it. 
Be careful not to describe 
individuals with autism as 
lacking in some important 
way. Focus on the positive and 
describe what your child can 
do to help. For example, say, “Tony is an excellent artist. 
You can talk about his drawings with him by asking him 
specifi c questions.”  

When relaying an area of challenge for the child with 
autism, help your child relate to the experience. You might 
say, for example: “Remember how it was hard to hear me 

at the airport over the background noise? Tony is hearing 
all of the background noises in the classroom and has dif-
fi culty paying attention to just your voice. Why don’t you 
sit down and face him when you talk to him?”

Talk to the child’s parent. Ask the parent for suggestions 
about how to help your child to interact in a way that 

will engage the other child. 
You can also learn about the 
child’s interests and then share 
suggestions with your child 
about conversation starters. 

Parents of children with autism 
seek good peer role models 
for their children in order to 
improve their language and 
social skills. Finding willing peers 
to interact with their children is 
challenging, so this could be a 
good opportunity for your child 
to be a good infl uence. 

Encourage interaction. If the child acts out or must leave 
a play date early, reassure your child that this does not 
mean that he or she did anything wrong. Schedule future 
play dates so that your child can see the positive eff ects 
of his or her interactions over time.

This Report to Parents was written by Melanie I. Bloom.

S ince one in every 68 children is diagnosed with autism, your child is likely to encounter a number 
of children with the disorder. How you respond to your child’s questions signifi cantly impacts your 

child’s understanding of this complex disorder, as well as his or her acceptance of individuals with 
diff erent abilities. Here are some suggestions to help your child understand autism. 

RP 35:5

Understand Autism
HELPING CHILDREN

Report
toPARENTS

Report to Parents, written to serve elementary and middle-level principals, may be 
reproduced by National Association of Elementary School Principals members without 
permission. It can be posted to school websites, blogs, or sent via email. Back issues are 
available to members at naesp.org.



Horseheads Central School District

Budget Q&As
All are welcome. Sessions begin at 7pm.

Thursday, April 25:  Big Flats Town Hall 
Monday, April 29:    Horseheads Town Hall 
Tuesday, April 30:    Horseheads Village Hall
ThuThursday, May 2:     Erin Town Hall

Budget Vote: 
Tuesday, May 21, 7am-9pm, 

Horseheads High School South Gym

Questions? hcsdinfo@horseheadsdistrict.com











Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

1                            Day 6 
 

2                             Day 1 
 

3                             Day 2 
 
NYS ELA Assess– Gr 3 &4 

4                             Day 3 
2nd Grade—Heritage Village 
(204, 206) 
NYS ELA Assess– Gr 3 &4 
BOE Budget Workshop—HS 
MMC 6:00 

5                             Day 4 
2nd Grade Heritage Village 
(207, 209) 
 
End of Marking Period 3 

Wear Raider Blue 

8                             Day 5 
 

9                             Day 6  
 
Principal Chat 5:30  Library 
 
GRPTO  6:00 Library 

10                             Day 1 
 

11                             Day 2 
 

12                             Day 3 
 
Report Cards Go Home—
3rd MP 
 

 

April 15 - April 20 
Spring Recess 

22                             Day 4  
 

23                             Day 5 
 

24                             Day 6 
 
 
BOE at HS MMC 6:00 

25                             Day 1  
 

26                             Day 2 
 

29                             Day 3 
 

30                             Day 4 
 

 

May 3, 2019: Parent 

input due for class 

Character Education Connection—Responsibility 
Choose an area for your child’s school materials to build independence. 
Involve children in shopping & meal planning.  
Have your child help with age-appropriate household chores. 
Help your child make sure all school assignments are complete. 

Gardner Road 
Elementary School 


