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Moishe’s Quote of the Month: 

“Creativity Takes Courage.” – Henri Mattise 

Dear Gardner Road Families –  

   We have so much to be thankful for at Gardner Road.  First, I would like 

to say thank you to all of the families for participating in our fall parent-

teacher conferences.  It was wonderful seeing so many families.  One of the 

biggest predictors of future success in school is having parents play an 

active role in your child’s education. 

   We also hosted our 2nd Annual Veterans Celebration which was an honor.  

We had about 75 veterans enjoy the morning with their student relatives in 

the building.  Mr. Hamilton led each grade level in a patriotic song.  We 

concluded with a very touching parade honoring our veterans.  

  Our Career Day, coordinated by the Career Development Council, is 

rescheduled for January 18th due to the snow day.  

   The ceilings will hopefully be back in place by the end of the month.  

This will complete the updated wiring in the school which will enhance our 

building WiFi for the technology tools we have.  Thank you for your 

patience during our building upgrades.   

   December is a busy and fun month for our students as well.  We will start 

our Scripps Spelling Bee qualifying rounds this month.  Our students will 

be able to enjoy the GRPTO Holiday Shoppe – details coming home soon.  

Our 4th graders will also have their first choral concert of the year – see 

details on page 2.  The Science and Discovery Center will also engage us in 

science experiments at the end of the month.  Check out our spirit days on 

the calendar to partake in some holiday cheer at the school.   

  To keep up to date with the happenings at our school, follow our 

Facebook and Twitter pages.  We look forward to seeing you throughout 

the school year at Gardner Road.  Please contact me if you need anything, 

have any questions or would just like to chat about our school/your child.    

      

     Your Partner in Education, 

 

 

Patrick Patterson - Principal 

GENERAL INFORMATION: 

Gardner Road School Hours 

8:00 a.m. to 2:25 p.m. 

Tardy Bell – 8:15 AM 

Gardner Road Office Hours 

7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

Elementary Lunches (K-6) 

Breakfast: $ 1.25        Lunch $ 2.10 

https://www.facebook.com/Gardner-Road-Elementary-School-193266287374739/
https://twitter.com/GARDNER_RD_PRIN?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&ref_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.horseheadsdistrict.com%2FHHGR.cfm
http://hbburkland.blogspot.com/2015/12/
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Gardner Road Main Office Updates: 
 

School Delays and Closings: 
The cold, slippery, white flakes are just around the corner. When the ice and snow arrive, it is often necessary 

to delay or close schools. The announcements can be found on our District website 

www.horseheadsdistrict.com  and the local media stations. In the event of a 1 or 2-hour delay, students can be 

dropped off at the cafeteria entrance beginning at the adjusted time. Please be aware that NO breakfast is 

served when there is a 2-hour delay. I will also post our current status on the Gardner Road Twitter feed. To 

sign up for the tweets, go to our school website and follow the link.  PK start time for a 2-hour delay is 10:30. 
 

Recess: 
Students will be going outside for recess as the weather becomes colder (20 degrees wind-chill and warmer)  

Please make sure that your child has a warm coat, a hat and gloves/mittens so they can stay warm as they play.  
 

Arctic League Applications: 
The Arctic League is an organization that provides Christmas gifts to needy children in Chemung County. The 

League serves children through age 12. Applications are now available at the school. Please contact your 

child’s teacher, school social worker or the school nurse to obtain an application. Forms will also be available 

on conference days in the main office. Applications need to be filled out completely in order to be accepted. 

Completed applications may be returned by mail to the Arctic League or returned to school. 
 

Spring New York Assessment Dates (Grades 3 & 4):  
English Language Arts: April 3rd & 4th         Math: May 1st & 2nd 

Grade 4 Science Performance: May 22nd         Grade 4 Science Written: June 3rd 
 
 

 

 

Please consider donating to Toys for Tots this month.  

Brand new toys or books are appreciated.  Bins are in 

the cafeteria & main lobby and the last day for 

donations is December 14h.  Thank you! 

 

Gardner Road 

Winter Concert: 
The 4th grade Chorus will be performing 

their Winter Concert on Tuesday, December 

18th, at 7:00 PM in the High School 

Auditorium.  Students in chorus should wear 

white on top and black on bottom, and arrive 

at 6:30PM.  For family that may not be able 

to attend, we plan to live stream the concert 

on the Gardner Road Facebook page.  Please 

come out to support our students and enjoy 

some holiday music! 

 

Thank you to all of the Veterans who attended our 

celebration on November 8th.  We are appreciate to your 

service which ensures our freedom and our ability to learn 

knowing that we are in a safe place.  Thanks to our 4th 

grade volunteers who hosted the event and to all of our 

students for singing songs and honoring our veterans with 

a tribute parade. Check out more photos on Facebook!   

 

http://www.horseheadsdistrict.com/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj_h76ryqbJAhXCZCYKHSZXDc4QjRwIBw&url=http://vector.me/browse/4331/toys_for_tots&psig=AFQjCNGwLlD7A7s_YbXlNu1J7UmmHkgidA&ust=1448369310611006
http://southshore.albany.k12.or.us/media/sites/22/2017/02/c9a0b59d1d46f2df30850fe9c9d060a3_christmas-performance-time-and-school-music-time-clipart_1050-459.png
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November Snapshots: 

 
Check out more photos and events on our Facebook Page! 

https://www.facebook.com/Gardner-Road-Elementary-School-193266287374739/


4 

 

 

 

  

November’s Character Trait is: 

The Dignity Act Coordinator (DAC) for Gardner Road Elementary is Patrick Patterson.  Complaints regarding discrimination, harassment, or bullying of any 

student should be referred to Patrick Patterson at (607) 739 – 6347.  The Dignity Act Coordinator for the Horseheads Central School District is TBA, One

Raider Lane, Horseheads, NY 14845, 607-739-5601, x4211. 

The Horseheads Central School District offers educational programs without regard to gender, race, color, national origin, or disability. Inquiries regarding this 

policy may be made to TBA, Title IX/DASA Coordinator and Co-Civil Rights Compliance Officer; Anthony Gill, Co-Civil Rights Compliance Officer; or Kim

Williams, Section 504 Coordinator, Horseheads Central School District, One Raider Lane, Horseheads, NY 14845, (607) 739-5601. 

Horseheads Central School 

District’s Mission & Vision: 

Horseheads Central School District sets the standard of 

educational excellence by fostering innovative thinking, 

curiosity, and a passion for learning to maximize the 

potential of each individual. We engage with our local 

and global communities to provide a student-centered, 

nurturing environment. 

EXPLORE        EMPOWER       EXCEL

To report child abuse or neglect 

call toll free 

1-800-342-3720 or

ocfs.ny.gov/main/cps 

Arctic League Penny Drive! 

Annually, our school hosts a Penny Drive for the Arctic League.  On 

December 2nd, our school donated $350.00 during the telethon which is the 

money we collected last December.  Let’s continue our tradition and collect 

even more this year.  Our character trait for the month of December 

is to demonstrate caring and this is one way to do that by 

giving back to our local community.  Bring in your 

spare change for our penny drive. Thank you in advance 

for your generosity!  

Substitutes Needed: 
The Horseheads Central School District is seeking 

applications for substitute teachers, nurses, bus 
drivers and substitute teaching assistants.   

For information, please visit:  
http://www.horseheadsdistrict.com/subteach.html 

Human Resources Office: 739-5601, x4211     
e-mail: hcsdinfo@horseheadsdistrict.com

http://www.horseheadsdistrict.com/subteach.html
mailto:hcsdinfo@horseheadsdistrict.com
https://rescuevillage.files.wordpress.com/2012/05/pennies2.jpg


 

HOLIDAY SHOPPE!!! 
 

The Holiday Shoppe is coming!!!  The Gardner Road PTO will be having our 

annual Holiday Shoppe again this year. The dates are December 10th – 12th.   

We are running it independently again, so we can provide a better variety of 

items.  The gifts will range from $.025-10.00 with most of the items in the 

$1-5 range.  There will be volunteers to help them purchase their items and 

stay in their budget.  The kids really enjoy being able to pick out presents for 

their family members.  Each classroom will have a scheduled time to go 

purchase their gifts.   

 

 

 

 

 

December        

10th-12th 

 Gardner Road 

PTO Holiday 

Shoppe 

 

Principal Chat/PTO 

Meeting: 

December 11th 

 5:30/6:00 p.m. 

Intermediate 

School  

A 

 

 

PTO BOARD: 

President: Jennie O’Herron 
Vice President: Lita Mata 
Treasurer: Courtney Bola 

Secretary: Stacy Witzel 

pto.gardnerroad@gmail.com 
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Take stock of your toys. Flashy 
electronic toys are fun, but they 
don’t off er children opportunities 
for open-ended, imaginative 
play. Make sure to have basic art 
supplies—paper, crayons, glue, 
clay—at home, along with toys 
like building blocks, puzzles, or 
costumes for dress-up.

Cut the screen time. Set limits on 
TV and iPad time. Try designating a 
certain time during the week when 
your entire family will put down 
cell phones and work on a creative 
project.

Embrace mistakes. Children who are afraid of 
failure are less likely to think creatively. Teach your 
child that mistakes are opportunities for growth. 
Ask, “What could you do diff erently next time?” Be 
patient with your child—and model patience as he or 
she learns new skills or tries a new project. 

Encourage curiosity. Don’t squelch kids’ natural 
curiosity by being frustrated when your child 
asks lots of questions. Embrace it! Ask, “What if” 
questions, and encourage your child to use his or her 
imagination.

Off er constructive praise... Too much praise can 
make a child “hooked” on success. Instead of 
off ering general praise (“You’re so smart!”), off er 
specifi c feedback that praises your child’s eff ort 
or the process he or she used (“You found a great 
way to paint that scene,” or “I can tell you’ve 
been practicing.”) Off er non-verbal praise (a hug 

or a thumbs-up), or implicit 
encouragement by displaying your 
child’s work on the refrigerator. 

…but step back sometimes. If a 
child feels constantly watched, he 
or she may be less likely to try new 
ideas. Give your child space to play 
on his or her own. Wait until your 
child is fi nished drawing to ask 
what he or she has made. 

Look for community resources. 
Check your local library, museum, 
or community center for art 

classes or workshops to try new creative skills. Keep 
an eye out for poster or story contests off ered by 
community organizations, too. Or, try teaming up 
with a neighbor or friend to host an art playdate. 
Some projects can be time-consuming or expensive, 
but working together with other families can help 
ease the burden.

C reativity has been called a key 21st century skill .  That means it—along with skills like 
communication and critical thinking—will help students navigate the increasingly 

collaborative and information-rich world that awaits them once they leave school. The arts 
have been shown to boost students’ academic performance, perseverance, self-confidence, 
and more. Here are strategies for supporting your child’s creativity. 

RP 29:8

Encourage Your Child’s 
Creativity to Flourish

C reativity has been called a key 21st century skill .  C reativity has been called a key 21st century skill .  C

Report
toPARENTS

Report to Parents, written to serve elementary and middle-level principals, may be 
reproduced by National Association of Elementary School Principals members without 
permission. It can be posted to school websites, blogs, or sent via email. Back issues are 
available to members at naesp.org.

Web Resources
Visit Crayola’s Creative Parenting Web page for 
activities and tips to spark creativity at home. 
bit.ly/creativeparenting 

The Tinkerlab off ers dozens of hands-on art, 
science, writing, and craft ideas for families to 
try. 
tinkerlab.com/ 

At The Artful Parent blog, explore interviews 
with children’s art experts along with lists of the 
best supplies.
artfulparent.com/ 











Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

3                              Day 3 
 

Penny drive for Arctic 
League begins today! 

4                               Day 4 
 

5                               Day 5 
 

6                               Day 6 
 

7                               Day 1 
 
Scripps Spelling Bee -  
Grade Level Rounds 

10                             Day 2 
 
 

11                             Day 3 
 

Principal Chat 5:30 
GRPTO Meeting 6:00 

12                             Day 4 
 
 

13                             Day 5 
 
BOE Meeting 
HS MMC 6:00 

14                             Day 6 
 
Last day to drop off items 
for: 

17                             Day 1 
 

Red Day 

18                             Day 2 
 

Green Day 
 
Winter Concert 7:00 HS 

19                             Day 3 
 
ELF YOURSELF DAY 
 
Science Center Assemblies 

20                             Day 4 
 
PAJAMAS DAY 

21                           Day 5 
 
HOLIDAY SWEATER 
DAY 
 

 CARING—Character Education Tips for Home  
--Help a neighbor  
--Talk about how characters in a book represent caring.    
--Discuss with your kids what/who they care about & why 
--Donate time/items to a favorite charity 
--Make a card/ write a letter to a friend/relative you care about 

Gardner Road 
Elementary School 

https://www.fbcoverlover.com/maker/fb/holidays-celebrations/seasons-greetings-and-happy-new-year-facebook-covers-fbcoverlover.html
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fdehayf5mhw1h7.cloudfront.net%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fsites%2F183%2F2018%2F11%2F18124040%2FToys-for-Tots-logo.gif&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wsvx.com%2F2018%2F11%2F18%2Ftoys-for-tots%2F&docid=kEy46JymFOu
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwil8YHytfXeAhVN11kKHXW1DPsQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tennessean.com%2Fstory%2Flife%2Fshopping%2Fms-cheap%2F2015%2F11%2F25%2Fpenny-drive-supporters-get-crea





