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Welcome 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
I am pleased to write the introduction to this informational booklet 
about the district’s music program. Music education is a vital part 
of the education we offer our children. Since joining the district in 
2006, I have been continually amazed and delighted at the talent of 
our young people. Our music education program allows all 
students the opportunity to explore the world of music and 
discover their own interests.  
 
Studies have shown that listening to and studying music provides 
academic benefits for students. By taking music lessons, children 
have a greater ability to grasp concepts that are also essential to 
subjects like math and science. Playing a musical instrument helps 
with coordination and concentration. And when a child masters a 
song or musical technique, he or she feels a sense of 
accomplishment and pride that can overflow into the classroom.  
 
Academics and the arts go hand in hand. I could not be more proud 
of our students and our program, and I thank you for supporting 
your children and our district. Music education is one of the 
programs that make the Horseheads Central School District a 
quality place to live and learn. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Ralph Marino, Jr. 
Superintendent of Schools 
 
 
 
 

"I would teach the children music, physics, and philosophy.   
But the most important is music, for in the patterns of the arts are 

the key to all learning."    
Plato 

 



Welcome 
 

Dear Parents, 
 
It gives me great pleasure to share the information in this booklet 
regarding our outstanding music education program here at 
Horseheads.  Our goal for this booklet is to answer the many 
questions parents may have regarding the music program.  
Enclosed you will find beneficial information and advice that can 
help ensure success. If you have further questions, please feel free 
to contact me or your child’s music teachers before making 
decisions pertaining to participation in our music programs.  We 
are all very proud to be part of the outstanding accomplishments 
our students have attained both locally and at a national level. We 
are also very proud that we have been selected in past years by the 
Music Educators National Conference as among the Best 100 
Music Programs in the country.    
 
We are very excited to welcome you to our music program and the 
opportunity to be part of the excellence that will enhance your 
child’s education long after school days are past. 
 
Musically, 
 
 
 
Art Carichner 
Music Department Chairperson 

 
 

“After silence, that which comes nearest to expressing the  
inexpressible is music.” 

Aldous Huxley 

 
 
 



Music Department Faculty 
 

Music Department Chairperson 
Arthur Carichner 

 
Big Flats 

BAND: Tab Hughes 
STRINGS:  Margaret Matthews 

VOCAL:  Jessica Brown 
 

Center Street 
BAND: Tab Hughes 

STRINGS:  Margaret Matthews 
VOCAL:  Marlene Cieri 

 
Gardner Road 

BAND:  Annette Stevens 
STRINGS:  Margaret Matthews 

VOCAL:  Melody Spencer 
 

Ridge Road 
BAND:  Bill Grose 

STRINGS:  Margaret Matthews 
VOCAL:  Betsy Hennessy 

 
Intermediate School 

BAND:  Bill Grose, Tab Hughes, Annette Stevens 
ORCHESTRA:  Cheryl Cory, Margaret Matthews 

VOCAL:  Kay Stewart, Katie Howell 
 

Middle School 
BAND:  Alan Lefkowitz, Yvonne Sloan 

ORCHESTRA:  Cheryl Cory 
VOCAL/GENERAL MUSIC:  Dan Palmer 

 
High School 

BAND:  Arthur Carichner, Tina Matejka 
ORCHESTRA:  Cheryl Cory 

VOCAL:  Katie Howell, Joseph Milliken 



MENC National Standards for Music 
Education 

 
 
1. Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire 

of music.  
 
2. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, 

a varied repertoire of music.  
 

3. Improvising melodies, variations, and 
accompaniments. 

 
4. Composing and arranging music within specified 

guidelines.  
 
5. Reading and notating music.  

 
6. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music. 

 
7. Evaluating music and music performances.  

 
8. Understanding relationships between music, the 

other arts, and disciplines outside the arts.  
 

9. Understanding music in relation to history and 
culture. 

 
 
 

 
 
 



Overview: Vocal & General Music 
 

Elementary School (Grades K-4) 
Students in grades K-4 come to Music Class for two 30 minute 
periods in each 6 day cycle.  There they enjoy listening, moving, 
singing and playing, and begin to learn the language of music by 
reading musical notation.  In 3rd grade, students have their first 
ensemble experience while learning to play the recorder. At the 
end of the 3rd grade year students have an intensive introduction to 
the four families of instruments, and are given the opportunity to 
select an instrument to study in 4th grade.  Students can also 
participate in 4th Grade Chorus, which rehearses during school 
once in each 6 day cycle. Each school has Winter and Spring 
concerts featuring Band, Chorus and Orchestra. 
 
Intermediate School (Grades 5&6) 
For 5th and 6th grade students Music Class expands to 40 minutes, 
which allows for more in-depth study of the history of music, its 
many styles, and an opportunity to learn more about the lives and 
works of famous composers.   In addition, all students have the 
chance to play electronic keyboards.  There are two 5th Grade 
Choruses and two 6th Grade Choruses each over 100 singers 
strong, which rehearse once in each six-day cycle during the 
school day. Sixth grade students may also audition for Show 
Choir, an after school ensemble which joins the other performing 
groups for the Spring Concert.  Every few years, students from 
Intermediate, Middle and High Schools perform together at the 
All-District Concert. 
 
Middle School (Grades 7&8) 
At this level, students may elect either to continue with General 
Music, which offers classes every other day for one semester, or to 
be members of one of the school’s performing ensembles. There 
are four nonselective Choruses and two selective Choirs, each 
numbering around 50 singers, which rehearse every other day 
throughout the school year.  In addition, there is Select Night 
Choir which rehearses one evening per week from October 
through March.  In April, interested Select Choir members have 



the opportunity to prepare a vocal solo to be rated at the NYSSMA 
Solo Festival.  Often, Horseheads Middle School singers are 
selected to be members of the NYSSMA Area All State Choir in 
November.  Other activities related to musical participation are the 
Drama Club, which presents a Musical Play each February, the 
Talent Show in March, and a daily Morning Television Show, 
broadcasting November through May. 
 
High School (Grades 9-12) 
There are many ways to earn the one credit in Fine Arts required 
for HS graduation.  One semester, half-credit courses include 
Foundations of Musicianship, Introduction to Guitar, Musical 
Theatre Workshop, Piano Class, Voice Class and World Music 
Drumming.   
 
The choral ensembles meet every day throughout the school year 
and allow performers to earn one credit.  Mixed ensembles for 
young men and women include Chorale and Concert Choir 
(membership by audition), and young women may also participate 
in Women’s Chorale or Select Women’s Choir (also by 
audition).  These groups offer the opportunity to perform a wide 
variety of musical styles in traditional concerts in December and 
April, and to culminate their year in June with the spectacular Pops 
Concert.  The annual High School Musical performance in 
March, presented by the Green Room Players, and the Variety 
Show in January showcase the amazing talent of our student 
musicians.  The NYSSMA Area All State Choir is always well 
represented by Horseheads High School singers who achieved 
stellar ratings at the NYSSMA Solo Festival. 

 
 

Overview: Band 
 

Elementary/Intermediate School (Grades 4-6) 
Instrumental lessons occur during the school day once in the six-day 
schedule.  These small group lessons are 30 minutes long, and usually 
occur at the same time and day of every cycle (for example, 10:00 on 
Day 3).  Students need to bring instrument, music and a pencil to 
every lesson. As the year progresses, there may be some adjustments 



in the lesson schedule.  Band rehearsal is at the end of the day on one 
day in the rotation, perhaps the same day as a lesson, but not always, 
so this day must also be carefully noted.  Instrument, music and a 
pencil are needed for band day, as well.  Most schools have Winter 
and Spring concerts featuring Band, Chorus and Orchestra. 
 
Middle School (Grades 7&8) 
Instrumental lessons occur once in the six-day rotation.  The weekly 
schedule is always posted in the band room. Students are excused 
from a different class each rotation, in order to attend the music 
lesson.  There are three different bands: Concert band, which meets 
every day, and 8th period and 6th period bands, both of which meet 
every other day.  Placement in each of these bands is based upon 
teacher recommendation and audition if needed.  There are also two 
jazz bands, both of which meet outside of the school day. 
 
High School (Grades 9-12) 
Instrumental lessons occur as noted for MS students. However, 
because of the High School’s block scheduling, students miss only 
half of their 80 minute class for a 40 minute music lesson.  There are 
three bands - Symphonic Band, Concert Band, and Wind Ensemble - 
each of which is a one credit course.  Placement in these bands is 
determined by audition, and each band performs three to four concerts 
throughout the year.  There is also a Jazz Band and a Marching Band.  
Auditions for Marching Band are held at the end of 8th grade, 
although students may join anytime throughout High School.  Small 
chamber ensembles are formed throughout the year for different 
combinations of woodwind, brass and percussion instruments.  
Honors credit is available for those students who wish to pursue a 
special course of study through an audition in November. 

 
Overview: String Orchestra 

 
Elementary/Intermediate School (Grades 4-6) 
Instrumental lessons occur during the school day once in the six-
day schedule.  Students should bring their instrument, a pencil, 
shoulder pad or cello strap, and music to the lesson.  These small 
group lessons are 30-minutes long, and usually occur at the same 
time and day of every cycle (for example, 10:00 on Day 3). As the 



year progresses, there may be some adjustments in the lesson 
schedule. 
 
Orchestra rehearsal is at the end of the day on one day in the 
rotation, perhaps the same day as a lesson, but not always, so this 
day must also be carefully noted.  Instrument, music and a pencil 
are needed for orchestra day, as well. Most schools have Winter 
and Spring concerts featuring Band, Chorus and Orchestra. 

 
Middle School (Grades 7&8) 
Instrumental lessons occur once in the six-day rotation.  The weekly 
schedule is always posted in the orchestra room. Students are 
excused from a different class each rotation, in order to attend the 
music lesson.  The schedule is designed so that students never miss 
the same class more than twice per 10-week marking period.  It is 
the student’s responsibility to get assignments from their teacher 
ahead of time.  Orchestra rehearsal is on odd days, first period. 
 
High School (Grades 9-12) 
Instrumental lessons occur as noted for MS students. However, 
because of the High School’s block scheduling, students miss only 
half of their 80 minute class for a 40 minute music lesson.  It is the 
student’s responsibility to get assignments from the teacher ahead 
of time.  Orchestra rehearsal is every day during period 5/6.  Small 
chamber ensembles are formed throughout the year for different 
combinations of instruments.  Honors credit is available for those 
students who wish to pursue a special course of study through an 
audition in November. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Why Study Music? 
(adapted from Dr. Timothy Lautzenhiser) 

 
Performance Ensembles: A Preparation for Life 

 
Why should a young person consider joining a performance 

ensemble? 
 

How long should they stay in a performance ensemble? 
 

What will this ensemble mean in a student’s life? 
 
CREATIVITY: Creativity is the source of all possibilities.  We are 
constantly challenged to explore this area of the mind.  Music 
appeals to the part of the mind which opens new horizons.  The 
study of music supports wonderment, imagination, appreciation, 
and sensitivity.  Music allows us to experience creativity as an 
inventive thinking style. 
 
COMMUNICATION:  Music is a language unto itself.  Music can 
only be explained by music.  If we do not expose the human to 
music, we are depriving the individual of an array of personal 
understandings that cannot be found in any other part of life. 
 
CRITICAL ASSESSMENT:  Intelligence is the ability to process 
facts and respond according to the given situation.  Emotional 
stability stems from the capacity to deal with life’s many 
inconsistencies.  To accomplish both, the individual must be able 
to access the cognitive (factual) and affective (emotional) sides of 
the mind.  Music is one of the few academic disciplines which 
demands this ability and reinforces learning patterns to allow for 
greater critical assessment. 
 
COMMITMENT: Success is not measured by what we start, but 
rather by what we complete.  In music, every student will be 
required to perform the entire composition from beginning to end.  
Although there may be errors in the performance, it is most 
unusual to see an individual simply stop and put the instrument 



away.  The important qualities of tenacity and persistence establish 
habits for positive, productive living. 
 
These attributes can be found in many subject areas: however, 
MUSIC does not make these optional, but a fundamental necessity 
from the first note ever played.  Participation at the level of 
excellence is not a personal preference; it is a requirement.  
Success breeds success in every avenue of life.  Therefore, a 
successful and well-trained musician does tackle life with 
knowledge of “what it takes to get there,” and the wisdom of “what 
it brings to life.” 
 
Reference: 
Lautzenhiser, T. (1993).  Director’s Communication Kit.  p.44 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Concert Attire 

 
Wearing appropriate concert dress is as important as wearing your 
“team colors.”  Not only does it show the consistency and 
“oneness” of the ensemble, but it also shows that we bring respect 
to the art of learning and performing for an audience. 
  
All grades generally wear white on top and black on bottom for 
performances.  Some ensembles and select groups may have a 
variation to this, and there may also be the need for costume type 
clothing in some performance situations. The dress code is meant 
to be cost effective through the years.  
 
 
 
 
 



Notes for Our Audience 
 
The public performance is a natural extension of each student’s 
experience in music.  A primary function of music education at 
Horseheads is the development of responsiveness to the artistic 
qualities of music.  In order for you, our audience, to better 
appreciate the musical growth of these students, we ask your help 
by setting an example in the following ways: 

 
1. We ask your daughter/son to remain for the entire concert.  

Much can be learned from being part of an audience and 
listening to other music groups, in addition to performing in 
front of peers. 

 
2. Please do not enter or exit the auditorium while the music 

is in progress, and remain in your seats while a musical 
number is performed.  If it is necessary to leave the 
auditorium, we ask that you do so between selections. 

 
3. Younger brothers and sisters of the students performing 

should sit with parents.  It is distracting to the performers 
and audience to have people moving around the auditorium 
during a performance. 

 
4. Talking, even in whispers, is distracting to the performers 

and those around you who are trying to listen.  In an effort 
to eliminate as many distractions as possible, please refrain 
from talking while the music is being performed. 

 
5. Please remove all hats while in school buildings. 

 
Through the combined efforts of the Department of Music 
Education, the students, and you, our audience, we hope to make 
each concert a pleasant experience for all.  
 
 
 
 



Opportunities for Parents 

 
 

Band Parents 
The Band Parents include any parents of band students in the high 
school, and assist the Marching Band with many duties.  They also 
organize receptions following concerts and special events 
throughout the school year. 
 
Choir Parents 
The Choir Parents are parents of high school choir students who 
wish to enrich the musical experience of all choir members.  The 
Choir Parents fundraise in order to provide funds for events such 
as the annual POPS concert and A Cappella night.  They also 
organize and decorate for these events and all choir concerts.  
Similarly, the Choir Parents promote extra musical enrichment by 
hiring guest conductors and commissioning original works for the 
Horseheads High School Choirs. 
 
SPAH:  String Parents Association of Horseheads 
The String Parents include all parents of string students in grades 
4-12.  Through fundraising and donations made by parents, SPAH 
is able to provide simple, yet important things such as receptions 
after concerts, incentives for students, and local trips to area 
concerts.  On a larger scale, SPAH sponsors trips to New York 
City performances, an end-of-the-year awards ceremony, and a 
Senior Scholarship for graduating orchestra students.  The more 
parents who volunteer to help with SPAH activities, the more 
effective our organization will become in providing exciting 
opportunities for students who play a string instrument. 
 
 
These three groups work together as needed for music 
advocacy and to expand musical opportunities.   
 
 
 
 



Recommendations to Parents 
 

A. Encourage good practice habits at home.  The parents 
must lead the child. 
a. Arrange a regular time for practice. 
b. Find a quiet place to practice, without distractions 

or interruptions. 
c. Insist on the use of a music stand when the child 

practices. 
d. Insist on the child practicing nearly every day. 
e. Sign the practice record each week. 

 
B. Encourage good work habits in other studies: 

a. Students who do well in instrumental music usually 
do well in school work. 

b. Daily practice should fit in with the homework and 
activity schedule. 

 
C. Help protect your investment: 

a. Provide a safe place to keep the instrument. 
b. Always keep the instrument in its case when it is 

not being used.   
c. Purchase music supplies and books promptly. 
d. Never allow brothers or sisters to “try” to play the 

instrument. 
e. Never leave an instrument in a car, especially 

overnight. 
f. Some instruments and other materials are extremely 

fragile, so be sure to understand how to care for 
each piece of the instrument.  

 
D. Show an interest in your child’s music and progress: 

a. Feel free to sit with your child when he/she 
practices at home. 

b. Ask your child about the lesson at school. 
c. Ask to hear what he/she has been practicing. 
d. Look often at the book to see how many weeks a 

particular lesson has been assigned. 
 



E. Be patient.  There is no “instant” success when learning 
to play a musical instrument. 

 
F. Never make fun of the sounds that might be heard in the 

beginning. 
 

G. Teach your child responsibility: 
a. If your child is in school and is not taking a test, 

he/she is expected to attend the lesson. 
b. If your child is in school the day of an after-school 

activity, rehearsal or concert, he/she is expected to 
attend.  Every student is important. 

 
H. The learning of a musical instrument must be viewed as a 

partnership among the student, the parent/guardian, and 
the teacher.  All three are crucial for success.  Without 
the full and total support and commitment of the family, 
failure is more likely to occur. 

 
I. Get to know the teachers!  

 
 

 
 

 
“Music expresses that which cannot be said and on which it is 

impossible to be silent.” 
Victor Hugo 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NYSSMA 
Solo, Ensemble & Major Organization Festival  

 
NYSSMA  
Our Music Department actively participates in an organization called 
NYSSMA, which stands for New York State School Music Association.  
The goal of this organization is to advocate and improve the education in 
music of all people in New York by promoting appropriate music 
activities and programs in schools and communities of New York State.  
Not only does this group offer professional development conferences for 
music teachers, but it also provides valuable opportunities for students.   
 Solo/Ensemble Festival: Every spring, formal adjudications 
are held at local schools, and they provide opportunities for soloists and 
ensembles to perform and be critiqued.  Categories include voice, piano, 
and instrument (band and orchestra.)  In Horseheads, if students have 
shown exemplary musicianship in school, then they may have the 
opportunity to attend one of these adjudications as a soloist or small 
ensemble.   
 Major Organizations Festival: Like the Solo Festival, the 
Majors Festival gives school music ensembles the opportunity to be 
adjudicated as a group.  Many Horseheads music ensembles have 
attended this festival in the past, and we have always seen our students 
demonstrate the best team-work as they rise to the occasion of being 
evaluated as a group.  In recent years, the Middle School Concert Band, 
High School Wind Ensemble, and High School Orchestra have all 
received the highest rating of Gold with Distinction at this festival. 
 
Adjudication 
When a student is adjudicated, he or she receives a score and a series of 
comments from one or more judges.  The adjudication is based on an 
ensemble performance, or a solo performance of: standard solo 
repertoire, scales, and sight reading excerpts.  The scores and comments 
are helpful evaluations of a student’s performance, and they are 
important because they come from an outside source (instead of the 
student’s teacher).  For younger students, these assessments are 
motivational and constructive instructional tools.  NYSSMA scores are 
taken into account when students are considered for Junior High Area 
All State (grades 7-9) and Senior High Area All State (grades 10-12). 
 
 
 



Music with Religious Implications 
    

   NYSSMA, A State Unit of MENC 
 
In keeping with NYSSMA’S fundamental purpose, which is to 
advance the cause of music education in New York State, NYSSMA 
believes that music chosen for study/performance shall be quality 
literature which possesses a clear artistic and educational value.  
NYSSMA recommends that local school districts establish a policy 
regarding the use of music with religious implication, and 
advocates the following guidelines based upon prevailing 
precedents and educational consent. 
 
Guidelines 

1. Music chosen should be quality literature which possesses 
clear educational value: musical, historical and cultural. 

 
2. Selection of music should be based upon the developmental 

level of the students and the overall curriculum goals of the 
music program. 

 
3. Music should be appropriate for the performance at any 

time.  
 
4. Music should be reflective of, and enhance student 

awareness and appreciation of various cultures. 
 
5. Teachers should present the music in a sensitive manner 

emphasizing the educational and multi-cultural value of the 
music, rather than any religious/seasonal aspect. 

 
Reference: 
Marschilok, Edward, (1991).  Decisions of the New York Commissioner 
of Education Relating to Music Education.  School Music New, 54(6) 
 
Passed and adopted by the NYSSMA Executive Council Jun 18, 1994. 
 
 



Definitions 
 
Assessment - any formal or informal evaluation of a student’s 
ability to perform a certain task.  Self-assessment and assessment 
by teachers or peers are expected regularly.   
 
Band - large ensemble including all woodwind, brass and 
percussion instruments. 
 
Choir/Chorus/Chorale - synonyms that refer to any ensemble in 
which the primary instrument is the human voice. 
 
Dress Rehearsal - final rehearsal before a performance; 
attendance is mandatory.  In this “dry run” of the upcoming 
concert, students will perform all pieces in their entirety and in 
concert order.  For band, orchestra and chorus dress rehearsals, 
students usually do NOT wear concert dress.  
 
MENC – Music Educators National Conference:  The National 
Association for Music Education.  The mission of MENC is to 
advance music education by encouraging the study and making of 
music by all.  
 
Orchestra – large ensemble which includes the entire string 
family.  At more advanced levels, it may include woodwind, brass 
and percussion instruments as well.  
 
Practice – regular, expected repetition of basic skills, lesson 
assignments and ensemble music outside of the school day.  The 
goal of quality practice is an improvement in skills and the ability 
to master more complex music. 
 
Practice Log - a graphic chart in which younger students are 
expected to record their daily practice times.  It serves as a 
physical reminder of how much or how little time they have spent 
preparing music at home.  It also serves as a rubric, assignment 
book, and a method of communication between teachers and 
parents.  It is expected that practice logs will be completed by the 
student, and signed every week by a parent or guardian. 



 
Rubric - a formal document outlining the teachers’ expectations 
for students.  This will also include a description of how a 
performance will impact overall grades. 
 

 
 

Reflections on Horseheads: Alumni 
 
Joe Brucie (class of '90) 
Assistant Principal, Elmira City School District, Elmira, NY 
 
The Horseheads Music Department contributed greatly to my 
growth as a student as well as an individual.  The staff and 
students involved were both inspirational and supportive of all 
who were members.  It is with fond memories that I can look back 
on my experiences participating in the Horseheads Music 
Programs. 
 
Quay Thompson (class of '91)  
Associate - HOLT Architects, Ithaca, NY 
 
The time that I spent participating in the music program and 
Horseheads High School shaped my life in significant ways.  I have 
met many of my closest friends through music, and many of my 
best memories are from music related trips and events.  Music 
continues to be a significant social and recreational part of my life, 
and the lessons that I have learned as a performer have shaped 
who I am today. 
 
Dr. Gifford Howarth (class of 1988) 
Professor of Music - Bloomsburg University, Bloomsburg, PA 
musical experience at Horseheads High School. The well-rounded 
musical foundation that I received at HHS is a main reason for my 
successful career. While in high school I was a member of just 
about musical experience at Horseheads High School. The well-
rounded musical foundation that I received at HHS is a main 
reason for my successful career. While in high school I was a 



member of just about every music ensemble: marching band, wind 
ensemble, concert choir, select choir, and orchestra. I also took 
part in three different school musicals. 
 
My experience with the high school marching band led to 
instructing marching bands while in college, this led to teaching 
small drum corps, which led to teaching a top three Drum Corps 
International, which led to judging DCI. This experience also 
helped me to present percussion workshops in Europe and Asia. 
 
Jonathan Stewart (class of 2006)  
Ithaca College Class of 2010, Trumpet & Music Education Major 
 
The Music Department in the Horseheads School District has, 
without a doubt, been the single greatest memory I take with me 
outside of Horseheads.  Looking back, through two years of 
studying music at Ithaca College, it is unbelievable how prepared I 
was coming in as a freshman.  Though I received the help of 
private teachers outside the district, as was and is highly 
encouraged by every music teacher throughout the district, the 
core foundation to my playing was instilled directly when I picked 
up the trumpet in 4th grade.   
 
Our middle school band is second to none, and Ms. Yvonne Sloan 
expects 100% from every student.  The bands have scored 
extremely high in NYSSMA Major Festivals. In High School, Mr. 
Gillette’s well-established and excellent program has flourished in 
Mr. Carichner’s hand.  With a thriving marching band led by Mrs. 
Tina Matejka, the school offers variety to standard wind bands.  
The Horseheads Marching Band is perennially in the top three 
bands in the state. The music program plays an integral part in 
making Horseheads such a spectacular district.   
 
The teachers are never afraid to let the students make their own 
opportunities while giving a guiding light along the way and I will 
always look back at those concerts and rehearsals with heartfelt 
happiness. 
 
 



Maureen Preston (class of 2006) 

Ithaca College Class of 2010, French Horn & Music Education 
Major 
 
Words cannot describe how incredibly thankful I am for the music 
education I received at Horseheads.  Throughout the years, the 
music education program has provided me with incredible 
performance opportunities, motivational learning experiences, and 
a wonderful sense of community and respect.  Through the music 
program I’ve been able to perform in a variety of ensembles 
including: Wind Ensemble, Marching Band, Chamber Quintets, 
and Symphony Orchestra.  I’ve participated in many NYSSMA 
festivals and workshops, worked with esteemed collegiate 
conductors, and performed under famous composers such as 
Frank Ticheli, Andrew Boysen, Jr., and Jack Stamp.  Even over the 
summer, our school has provided opportunities to perform and 
learn.   
 
I realize more fully now how the skills I learned from my music 
education will greatly benefit my future.  The Horseheads music 
education program has not only inspired me, but also provided an 
unfaltering support system for all my endeavors that continues 
even after I have graduated.  Horseheads music educators believed 
in me and have forever changed my life for the better. 
 
Adrienne Coble (class of 2006) 
Crane School of Music at SUNY Potsdam Class of 2010 

Violin & Music Education Major 
 
When I look back on my years at Horseheads, my involvement in 
music was instrumental in my decision to become a music educator 
as well as an inspiration for the setting that I would like to teach 
in. 

 
 

 
“Music was my refuge. I could crawl into the space between the notes 

and curl my back to loneliness.” 
Maya Angelou 

 
 



Reflections on Music: Students 
 
Alyssa (4th grade) 
Music is a wonderful sound that makes you feel happy.  Music is 
something I enjoy listening to and making.  Life would not be the same if 
we did not have music.  Music is very important. 
 
Chloe (4th grade) 
Music is my hobby, since I don’t collect anything.  It’s cool to walk up to 
someone and say, “I play the violin and piano.”  I love music because it 
makes me feel open to others.  I can share what I know that a lot of 
people don’t.  Music means a lot to me.  It helps me calm down when I’m 
upset and cheer me up when I’m sad.  My violin is one of my best friends. 
 
Kei (7th grade) 
When I play my instrument with others, I feel like the people playing 
have a bond that is combined by the music and in the music. 
 
Brendan (5th grade) 
Music has helped me by teaching me math.  It also helped me overcome 
being shy and nervous, because we had to go out in front of lots of 
people. Finally, it helped me read music and most importantly, it is fun! 
 
Emily (7th grade) 
When I play my instrument with others, I feel like the music is so much 
bigger and more complete than if I play it alone. 
 
Abigail (7th grade) 
Music means freedom, freedom of speech and thought.  Music is a way of 
coping with losses or to share joy.  For me, music is a way I can show all 
sides of my personality.  But my favorite part of music is when I get to 
meet all kinds of people and make new friends, because music isn’t fun 
unless you have someone to share it with.  It lets me express myself. 
 
Emily (6th grade) 
Music has taught me many different things.  I have learned discipline 
and how to pay attention to everything from the tempo to the volume to 
the melody and harmony.  In my opinion, music is something everyone 
should participate in because it teaches you and you have a great time 
while you're learning it!  
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