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October 2026 
     Gardner Road Elementary School 

541 Gardner Road, Horseheads, New York 14845 (607) 739 – 6347 

psotero@horseheadsdistrict.com 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION: 

Gardner Road School Hours 

8:35 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

Tardy Bell – 8:50 AM 

Gardner Road Office Hours 

7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

Elementary Lunches (Pre-K-6) 

Breakfast and Lunch: Free 

https://horseheadscafeteria.gstboces.org/  

 
 

https://horseheadscafeteria.gstboces.org/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjplqDUxd_gAhWphOAKHVVpDZcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://tlcneighborhood.com/flapjack-fundraiser/4269-horseheads-lady-raiders-varsity-swimming/&psig=AOvVaw1LdFvf-QYbG6bjcywxLsCf&ust=1551481632100605
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Gardner Road Main Office Updates: 

Beginning of School Year Checklist:  

• Bring in any medication and doctor’s forms for medication to be given during school hours.  

• Complete first day of school paperwork and return:  

 - Gardner Road student handbook- emergency ‘Go Home’ information sheet      

Set up school lunch account (if desired) on the district website under food services and look for the Pay Schools link.  

Building Security - entering:  

For the safety of all students and staff at Gardner Road, all doors are locked 24 hours a day. We do welcome your visit to our school. 

Please report to the main entrance and press the buzzer to your right near the main entrance. You will be prompted for your name and 

purpose of visit. Then the secretaries will buzz you in. Please remain in the lobby and someone will assist you.   

Bringing Items in for your Child During School:  

To provide the most consistent learning environment for your children, we do not interrupt the classrooms during the school day. We 

understand that in the rush to leave the house in the morning, things are forgotten such as homework, lunches, sneakers for gym, 

birthday/party goodies, etc. If your child needs something during the day, please bring the item into the lobby and labeled them with your 

child’s name and teacher. We will make sure they receive it.  

Who to call first? 

We as a school, we want to be able to answer any questions or concerns you have in a timely manner.  The first contact should be with   

the staff member most directly involved.  Please reach out first to your child’s teacher on the following topics: classroom  questions, 

curriculum, student discipline in the class, academic services, or questions about day-to-day things.  If this question or concern remains 

unresolved, then please feel free to contact me as the building principal.  I, as the building principal, would be the first point of contact on 

topics such as; school policy, residency, parent portal, scheduling, or suspension.  If you have a question about transportation, please 

reach out to our transportation department at 739-6338.   

Meeting with Teachers:  

Please be aware that once the teachers have students in their class (8:35), they are not able to meet one-on-one with a parent               

regarding an individual concern. Please arrange a meeting with your child’s teacher in advance – thank you!  

Homework Requests:  

If your child is out sick and you would like to request homework, please call the office before 9:00 a.m. It can either be sent home with a 

sibling, friend, neighbor, or parents can pick up homework after 3:30 in the office.  

Gold “Go Home” Notes – Change of Plans:  

Thank you for helping us assure students ‘go-home’ the correct way each day using our GOLD note pads. Knowing that changes occur 

during the day, we understand that you may need to change your child’s ‘go-home’ plans during the day. We ask that parents call before 

12:00 so that we can assure a smooth dismissal and keep all our students safe. Last minute changes delay bus dismissal for all students.  

Online District Calendar 

To see district & school events in 2026-2027, please go to https://www.horseheadsdistrict.com/fullcalendar.cfm, or go to the             

Calendar link in the main menu on the district website. The online calendar allows months to be printed. The district will not be printing a 

multi-page calendar this year. Our online calendar allows us to update events throughout the year. 

Annual Title 1 Notice for Gardner Road Elementary School  

In compliance with provisions of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, we are informing you that Gardner Road Elementary             

receives Title I federal funding. Therefore, you have the right to request information regarding the professional qualification of your 

child’s classroom teacher(s). Specifically included is your right to know the following:  

Whether the teacher has met State qualification & licensing criteria for the grade levels & subject areas in which the teacher  provides 

instruction;  

Whether the teacher is teaching under emergency or other provisional status through which State qualification or licensing               

criteria have been waived;  

The baccalaureate degree major of the teacher & any other graduate certification or degree held by the teacher, & field of               

discipline of the certification or degree; 

Whether your child is provided services by paraprofessionals &, if so, their qualification.  

Should you wish to exercise your right to make your request to: Caitlin DeFilippo, Director of Human Resources, Horseheads             

Central School District, Hibbard Road, Horseheads, New York 14845. (607)739-5601, ext. 4211. 
 

 

The Horseheads Central School District offers educational programs without regard to race, color, national origin, creed, religion, marital status, military status, sex, sexual 

orientation, age, gender identity, predisposing genetic characteristic, or disability, and provides equal access to applicable groups under the Boy Scouts of America Equal 

Access Act. Inquiries regarding this policy may be made to Caitlin DeFilippo, Title IX/DASA Coordinator, and Co-Civil Rights Compliance Officer; Anthony Gill, Co-

Civil Rights Compliance Officer; or Kelly Squires, Section 504 Coordinator, Horseheads Central School District, One Raider Lane, Horseheads, NY 14845, (607) 739-

5601. 

  

The Dignity Act Coordinator (DAC) for the Horseheads Central School District is Caitlin DeFilippo, director of Human Resources. If there is a complaint regarding  discrimination, harassment or 

bullying of any student, the complaint should be filed with Caitlin DeFilippo at One Raider Lane, Horseheads, NY 14845; 607-739-5601, x4211, or cdefilippo@horseheadsdistrict.com. The Dignity 

Act Coordinator (DAC) for Gardner Road Elementary is Patricia Sotero.  Complaints regarding discrimination, harassment, or bullying of any student should be referred to Patricia Soero at 

 (607) 739 – 6347. 

https://www.horseheadsdistrict.com/fullcalendar.cfm
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                                 Dear GR Parents and Caregivers, 

                                  On Friday, September 11th, we celebrated the ushering in of our back to 

school with our GR PTO Ice Cream Social.  Our playgrounds were full as our students and 

their families were enjoying all the delicious treats sponsored by our PTO.  Then on Friday, 

October 2nd, we had our annual PTO Family Craft Night.  It was wonderful to see all the 

creative items our students and their families were able to do together.  Our PTO works hard 

to ensure we offer special activities each month and most of them are FREE.  I love having 

the opportunity to get to know our families a little better at all of these events! We look 

forward to many more special evenings coming our way.  At GR, we are proud to be able to 

offer family friendly activities for all to enjoy.  I want to encourage you if you have not signed 

up to be a part of our PTO, please consider joining today.  We need you to be a part and help 

out throughout the year.  We could not do this without you.   

     I know so many have shared comments on how much their children look forward to what 

is planned throughout the school year.  It takes many individuals to help lighten the load.  

You do not need to attend every meeting; however, there are many events you could sign up 

for which can work within your schedule.  Please consider joining today!  You will not be 

disappointed. 

     Each day I come to school loving the chance to be a part of our children’s lives.  They 

have done an amazing job being respectful and showing their kindness to one another.  It is a 

personal joy of mine to interact and receive the many hugs from our students.  We have so 

much to be proud of at GR and being a Golden Star means the world to each and everyone.  

If you have any needs and / or questions, my door is always open.  Stop by to see me or give 

me a call in the office.                

                                                                                                              In Your Service, 

 

                                                                                                             Patti Sotero, Principal 

      In                      

Principal’s Corner 

Gardner Road Elementary Contact Information  
541 Gardner Road    www.horseheadsdistrict.com 
Horseheads, NY  14845    (607) - 739-6347    
            
Patricia Sotero, Principal    
Katie Boyle, Assistant Principal   GR PTO:  
Lisa Buchanan, Secretary   Shannon Radford, President                       
Cassie Wright, Attend Clerk   Jessica Carswell, Vice President 
Barb Hinman, Nurse, RN    Autumn Osburn, Treasurer                                 
Robin Plummer, Nurse, LPN                                          
 Newsletter in Color: https://www.horseheadsdistrict.com/HHGR.cfm 
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A Note from Ms. Boyle 

Hello Gardner Road Families, 

My first month at Gardner Road has been filled with many 

opportunities to get to know our students and families. From 

greeting students at morning arrival and connecting with 

families at Open House to being in the cafeteria during lunch 

and attending events such as the PTO Ice Cream Social, I have appreciated every 

opportunity to learn more about our wonderful school community. 

The energy, kindness and enthusiasm I see each day make Gardner Road a special 

place. During my first month at Gardner Road, I have enjoyed seeing firsthand the 

kindness of our students, the dedication of our staff, and the strong partnership that 

exists between our school and families.  

Thank you for the warm welcome you have extended to me. I am excited for all that lies 

ahead and look forward to celebrating the learning, growth, and accomplishments of our 

students throughout the year. 

Warmly, 

Katie Boyle 

Assistant Principal 

IMPORTANT EARLY RELEASE TIMES 

 

2026-2027 Start Time Dismissal 

PK 9:00 11:30 

K-4 8:40 11:55 

5-6 7:19 10:20 

7-8 7:15 10:30 

9-12 7:35 10:50 

HCSD Annual Notifications 
Please click on the following links to learn more about each program. 

1900: Parental and Family Engagement 
1900-E.1: Parental Involvement, Title I - School Level Exhibit 
1900-R: Title I Parental Involvement Regulation 
ESSA-Funded Programs Complaint Procedures 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.boarddocs.com%2Fny%2Fhorse%2FBoard.nsf%2Fgoto%3Fopen%26id%3DD96Q5967995B&data=05%7C02%7CKMALONE%40horseheadsdistrict.com%7C969a16c2ab0b46633b2508dcde41f9c5%7C21cad22aed8d410c94e00cf5ce348478%7C0%7C0%7C638629622152179036%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4XztGJqtWiPwjOZOffn0owtd9j3EQ%2FXnOZNjA%2FdtjMk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.boarddocs.com%2Fny%2Fhorse%2FBoard.nsf%2Fgoto%3Fopen%26id%3DD96QCU689045&data=05%7C02%7CKMALONE%40horseheadsdistrict.com%7C969a16c2ab0b46633b2508dcde41f9c5%7C21cad22aed8d410c94e00cf5ce348478%7C0%7C0%7C638629622152196912%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DDgBH28cil7UMKkQ6tznUQ0XC3Sndh8M0SO0E%2BDfahA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.boarddocs.com%2Fny%2Fhorse%2FBoard.nsf%2Fgoto%3Fopen%26id%3DCRFRKD662244&data=05%7C02%7CKMALONE%40horseheadsdistrict.com%7C969a16c2ab0b46633b2508dcde41f9c5%7C21cad22aed8d410c94e00cf5ce348478%7C0%7C0%7C638629622152211893%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sGuyVp4tp3S7yXM7%2BDWAzltPkzDPvyBpGg2BlPk4oDk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nysed.gov%2Fessa%2Fnew-york-state-essa-funded-programs-complaint-procedures&data=05%7C02%7CKMALONE%40horseheadsdistrict.com%7C969a16c2ab0b46633b2508dcde41f9c5%7C21cad22aed8d410c94e00cf5ce348478%7C0%7C0%7C638629622152226740%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RgT0JHSuDizIn%2FWaFx4rSlKihcAx8IbJtRGEM4CET2o%3D&reserved=0
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Gardner Road Elementary: Pre Kindergarten 

IMPORTANT ARRIVAL & DISMISSAL PROCEDURES 

Pre K Student arrivals CANNOT be earlier than 8:40 as we are still processing our K – 4 

student drop offs. 

Pick-Up Lines begin at 2:00 PM – 2:30 PM. 

ARRIVAL 

Please pull into your child’s teacher’s assigned line. (SEE MAP.) 

Line #1 Holmes/Cho & VanSlyke (closest to the sidewalk) 

Line #2 Spina 

Line #3 Marhefka 

Line #4 Benton 

Line #5 is for STUDENTS IN ALL GRADES ARRIVING LATE OR BEING PICKED UP 

EARLY. 

Please be sure to unbuckle your child and then return back into your car and wait for a staff 

member to come and get your little one. Kindly do not remain out of your car as we try to 

maintain a system that works for all. 

We must keep the crosswalk lines free of vehicles, so kindly stay behind the walkway or ahead of 

it so that your wheels do not cover any part of it. 

There is an assigned staff member in both the front of the lines and at the crosswalk to assist with 

directing traffic. You will be notified when you may exit your line.  NO cars should be moving 

without the direction of the staff member up front. You will see a traffic cone in front of each line.  

Only when the traffic cone has been removed and you are directed to exit, should you move your 

car.  Otherwise, your car should be in park until notified to move. 

Please remember that your speed must be in compliance with our school speed limit when            

entering and exiting our parking lot. 

If you have a concern about others using our parking lot, kindly contact me directly and do not 

make contact with another driver as it is important for our children not to witness or hear            

inappropriate conversations. 
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DISMISSAL 

Please pull into your child’s teacher’s assigned line. (SEE MAP.) 

Line #1 Holmes/Cho & VanSlyke (closest to the sidewalk) 

Line #2 Spina 

Line #3 Marhefka 

Line #4 Benton 

Line #5 is for STUDENTS IN ALL GRADES ARRIVING LATE OR BEING PICKED UP 

EARLY. 

Please place your provided pick-up name sign on the passenger’s side of your vehicle either on the 

dashboard or on the window.  This will help to expedite the dismissal process.  Suggestive places 

to keep your sign -your car glove compartment or on the passenger’s visor so you will have it with 

you.  NO SIGNS ARE TO BE COPIED.  IF YOU NEED AN ADDITIONAL SIGN FOR YOUR 

FAMILY, KINDLY EMAIL THE PRINCIPAL. We will be happy to provide you with additional 

signs needed. 

Staff will be looking for your sign and then will bring your child to you.  

Please wait in your vehicle until a staff member brings out your child (ren) during                      

dismissal. 

As the staff member brings your child to you, the driver must buckle a child in if the            

student cannot do it for him/herself.  Staff will not be able to assist with this.  

    If you arrive for an earlier pick up prior to 1:45, please park in the family lane #5 to  

    pick up your child for an appointment. This should occur BEFORE 1:45 PM. Please call  

    the office ahead of time 739-6347 so we may help with getting your child to the office on  

    time for the appointment.  You will need to come to the lobby door, and ring the bell.  You  

    will be instructed to sign-out your child.   

Please follow the directions so that your child’s education will not be interrupted, and will 

be able to make our traffic flow operate efficiently and smoothly to get you home  

quickly!  
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Gardner Road Elementary: Kindergarten - 4th Grade 

IMPORTANT DISMISSAL PROCEDURES 

Student Pick-Up Lines begin at 3:00 PM – 3:30 PM.                                                  

Please line up in your assigned grade level/family line. 

  

Please follow the directions so that your child’s education will not be interrupted and we will be 

able to make our traffic flow operate efficiently and smoothly and get you home quickly!  

Please place your provided pick-up name sign on the passenger’s side of your vehicle either on the 

dashboard or on the window.  This will help to expedite the dismissal process.  Suggestive places 

to keep your sign -your car glove compartment or on the passenger’s visor so you will have it with 

you.  All parents who have not signed up their child to be bussed will receive a sign.  Two will be 

given out per family.  The oldest sibling will receive a Family Sign should you have more than 

one child attending Gardner Road.  Please note -students in K – 4 cannot be dismissed with their 

sibling who may be in Pre- K at 2:30.  NO SIGNS ARE TO BE COPIED.  IF YOU NEED AN 

ADDITIONAL SIGN FOR YOUR FAMILY, KINDLY EMAIL THE PRINCIPAL. We will be happy 

to provide you with additional signs needed. 

Please wait in your vehicle until a staff member brings out your child (ren). 

Staff will be looking for your sign and then will bring your child to you.   

As the staff member brings your child to you, the driver must buckle a child in if the student 

cannot do it for him/herself.  Staff will not be able to assist with this.  

If it is a unique day and you are picking up multiple students outside of your household, you will 

need to go back around to the appropriate line and time to pick up the additional students by grade. 

If you arrive for an earlier pick up prior to 3:00, please park in the family lane #5 to pick up 

your child for an appointment. This should occur BEFORE 3:00 PM. Please call the office 

ahead of time 739-6347 so we can help with getting your child to the office on time for the 

appointment.  You will need to come to the lobby door, and ring the bell.  You will be instructed 

to sign-out your child.   
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Once multiple cars are loaded in their grade line, and students’ feet are in the cars, the driver 

should give a thumbs up to indicate they are loaded and ready to go. A staff member will  direct 

the row to go one at a time, as it is a single file when exiting our parking lot. Cars will then be 

directed to pull up to their appropriate grade level line. When cars are stopped, we will continue 

to load the next group of students. 

  

GARDNER ROAD SPECIFIC TIME AND LOCATION TO PULL INTO PARENT’S PICK UP LINE 

  

KINDERGARTEN – Parents may pull into the parent’s pick up line at 3:00 to line up. Dismissal  

                           will be begin at ~3:15. 

                           Pull up next to the sidewalk!  

                           Be in Line #1. 

                           Put your ORANGE-colored sign in your passenger’s window or dashboard 

                           Please remain in your car. 

                           Once buckled in and a staff member notifies you to go, then you may exit. 

 

FIRST GRADE – Parents may pull into the parent’s parking line at 3:00 to line up. Dismissal  

                            will begin at 3:15. 

                            Pull up closest to the sidewalk!   

                            Be in Line #1. 

                            Put your SALMON-colored sign in your passenger’s window or dashboard. 

                            Please remain in your car. 

                            Once buckled in and a staff member notifies you to go, then you may exit. 

                

SECOND GRADE – Parents may pull into the parent’s parking line at 3:00 to line up. Dismissal  

                            will be begin at ~3:15. 

                            Be in line #2. 

                            Put your NEON GREEN-colored sign in your passenger’s window or dashboard 

                            Please remain in your car. 

                            Once buckled in and a staff member notifies you to go, then you may exit. 
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THIRD GRADE – Parents may pull into the parent’s parking line at 3:00 to line up. Dismissal  

                             will begin at ~3:15. 

                             Be in line #3. 

                            Pull up in the second line next to the cars parked by the sidewalk!   

                            Put your BRIGHT PINK-colored sign in your passenger’s window or dashboard 

                            Please remain in your car. 

                            Once buckled in and a staff member notifies you to go, then you may exit.  

                             

FOURTH GRADE – Parents may pull into the parent’s parking line at 3:00 to line up. Dismissal  

                            will begin at ~3:20. 

                            Be in line #4. 

                            Put your LIGHT BLUE-colored sign in your passenger’s window or dashboard 

                            Please remain in your car. 

                            Once buckled in and a staff member notifies you to go, then you may exit.                  

  

FAMILY LINE  – Parents may pull into the parent’s parking lot at 3:00 to line up. Dismissal will  

                            be begin at ~3:20. 

     Be in line #5 & line #6 (on the other side of the fence closet to the staff’s     

     parked cars. 

                           Put your PURPLE-colored sign in your passenger’s window or dashboard 

                           Please remain in your car. 

                           Once buckled in and a staff member notifies you to go, then you may exit.               
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October’s Character Trait is: 
 

 
Our students at Gardner Road are GOLDEN STARS!  
Each month, our we focus on a different character 
trait.  Students can earn GOLDEN TICKETS by 
demonstrating the month’s trait! Students share their 
ticket in the main office and they are entered into the 
Character Education Bingo game.  Be on the lookout 
for these  certificates coming home!  Students can 
also earn a GOOD NEWS CALL OF THE DAY if they 
have gone above and beyond – one student earns this 
special opportunity each day. Students will learn 
about all our character traits from our student led 
Character Education Leadership Team, our social 
workers, Mrs. Rich and Mrs. Kucmierowski ,all 
building staff and of course, their classroom teacher.   
We look forward to another great year of character at 
Gardner Road Elementary School! 

Horseheads Central School 

District’s Mission & Vision: 
 

Horseheads Central School District sets the standard of 

educational excellence by fostering innovative thinking, 

curiosity, and a passion for learning to maximize the 

potential of each individual. We engage with our local 

and global communities to provide a student-centered, 

nurturing environment. 

EXPLORE        EMPOWER       EXCEL 

Golden Star Buddies Reminder: 

Our school believes all students should follow the golden rule.  However, we know that disagreements occur and 

it is our job to help students through it.  We use the following definitions to determine the difference between 

conflicts and bullying.  If any student is involved or sees either, please let a Gardner Road staff member know 

and they will help you! 

             CONFLICT:                                                                   BULLYING: 

* occurs in the heat of a moment                                         * intent to cause harm 

* is often a difference of opinion                                         * imbalance of power 

* two or more students are upset                                          * repetition - bullies often target the same people 

* does not happen continuously                    * targeted towards a specific individual 

JOIN US! PTO MEETING 
Wednesday, October 7 
6:00 PM GR LIBRARY 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjplqDUxd_gAhWphOAKHVVpDZcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://tlcneighborhood.com/flapjack-fundraiser/4269-horseheads-lady-raiders-varsity-swimming/&psig=AOvVaw1LdFvf-QYbG6bjcywxLsCf&ust=1551481632100605


 
15 

  



 
16 

 

 

Information about 

Emergency School Closings & Delays: 

  

Schools are closed when the weather makes it impossible to have             

reasonable attendance or when the schools or vehicles would not be able 

to operate safely. The school day is delayed when inclement weather 

conditions improve by early morning. Inclement weather may include 

snow, ice, and/or freezing temperatures. If the school day is delayed, 

buses will run & schools will open 2 hours later than normal. 

  

If it is necessary to close or delay schools, the information will be              

posted on the district’s website at www.horseheadsdistrict.com, the 

district’s Facebook pages and Twitter, and the following local                    

television and radio stations and their affiliates:  

      Radio:  WNKI 106.1, WPGI 100.9, Magic FM 92.7/97.7, WGMM 

98.7, WLVY 94.3, WELM 1410  

      TV:      WENY, WETM, Time Warner Cable News 

  

These television and radio stations also put closing/delay information 

on their websites. Each of our schools and the district have 

Facebook pages. To see school closings/delays and other 

information on your news feed, “like” the page(s). On Twitter, 

follow us at @HhdsSchools.  

  

   Substitutes Needed:  
The Horseheads Central School District is               

seeking applications for substitute teachers, nurses, 

bus drivers and substitute teaching               

assistants.   

For information, please visit:  

http://www.horseheadsdistrict.com/subteach.html  

Human Resources Office: 739-5601, x4211      

 e-mail: hcsdinfo@horseheadsdistrict.com 

  

ATTENDANCE MATTERS 
School is your first and most important job. You’re learning about more than math and reading.  You’re learning 

how to show up for school on time every day, so that when you grow up and get a job, you’ll know how to show up 
for work on time every day. 

When you’re not here, we notice because we care, and we want you to be successful.  

A student who misses 10 days or more during a school year is 20 percent less likely to graduate from high school and 
25 percent less likely to ever enroll in college. 

If you think missing a day here or there won’t matter, think again. By missing just one day every two weeks, you 
would be on track to miss 10 percent of the school year – and that can happen before you know it.  

School only gets harder when you stay home too much. Sometimes it’s tempting to stay 
home but missing a day only makes that worse. 

We understand that you will get sick sometimes and need to stay home. The important 

thing is to get to school as often as possible to help stay on track with your learning. 

 

To report child abuse or neglect 

call toll free 

1-800-342-3720 or 

ocfs.ny.gov/main/cps 
 

http://www.horseheadsdistrict.com/
http://www.mytwintiers.com/sms
http://www.horseheadsdistrict.com/subteach.html
mailto:hcsdinfo@horseheadsdistrict.com
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School Pictures will be taken on Monday, Oct.5th. 

We are reminding families in advance  

to assist you with your upcoming  

appointments outside of school. 

 
The Gardner Road Elementary School playground is available to all               

community members  AFTER 4:00 PM each school day. We want to 

maintain the safety and protection of our students at ALL times. We           

appreciate your cooperation and understanding in this matter. As we work 

together, we provide the best safety and protection of each and every 

student. 
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Gardner Road Elementary School would like to show our appreciation to the 

men and women of the military. We are looking for individuals who would be 

able to come to Gardner Road Elementary School on:  

THURSDAY,  NOVEMBER 5, 2026 AT 9:30 – 9:50 AM.  

There will be no speaking involved, but rather we would like you to be 

greeted by our students who will be lined up along the hallways waving flags 

and holding banners thanking you for the sacrifices you have made on our 

behalf.  

For those of you who have been part of our celebrations in the past - you know 

we LOVE having you join us! We would be honored if you would join us for 

this special occasion because it is important for our students to express their respect and appreciation to all 

of you! If you joined us last year, you know how special we have planned our event; our local firemen and 

policemen did a spectacular job adding to this celebration as well. We would love for you to have 

someone near and dear to your heart who attends GR to be able to walk alongside of you too! This year, 

we area opening up to our veterans to join all elementary schools on the morning of Nov. 6th.  There will 

be a bus shuttle at the Horseheads High School Parking lot. 

Shuttle at the HS should be 7:45 – 7:50 

IS/MS – 8:10 – 8:30,  BF - 8:50 – 9:10,  GR – 9:30 – 9:50,  RR – 10:10 – 10:30 

Followed by some refreshments and a program being offered at the HH HS concluding the marches 11:00 

– 11:30  

If you cannot commit to all schools and/or cannot ride the bus, we will have parking available for you at 

Gardner Road. 

If you or someone you know would like to participate in this special event, please contact Mrs. Sotero, 

Principal of Gardner Road Elementary School by Friday, October 30, 2026.  Please email me at 

psotero@horseheadsdistrict.com  

Name______________________________________________________________ 

Address:___________________________________________________________ 

Phone: _______________________Email:________________________________ 

Student/Staff Connection to GR:_______________Grade/Teacher:_____________  

Branch of the Military:________________________________________________ 
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