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1st Day of School is 

Tuesday, September 8. 

It will be an Odd day. 

Contact Us! 

607-739-6357  ● http://Horseheadsdistrict.com/HHMS.cfm 

We Look Forward to Seeing You Soon! 
On behalf of the Horseheads Middle School staff,       

welcome to our school community. We look forward to 

working with our students and families throughout the 

coming school year. 

At Horseheads Middle School, our Raider Way provides 

the foundation for a positive and supportive school envi-

ronment. We encourage students to become trustworthy, 

respectful, responsible, fair, caring, and engaged mem-

bers of their community. 

We also ask students to THINK before they speak, write, 

post, or interact with others. This means considering 

whether their words and actions are True, Helpful, Inspir-

ing, Necessary, and Kind. These principles help students 

make thoughtful choices and build positive relationships 

with both their peers and adults. 

The FISH Philosophy further supports our school culture 

by encouraging everyone to Choose Your Attitude, Make 

Their Day, Be There, and Play. Together, these practices 

remind us that each person contributes to the atmosphere 

and success of our school. 

We also encourage students to develop a             

growth mindset. Learning is not always easy, and 

challenges are a natural part of the process. By ap-

proaching difficult tasks with effort, perseverance, and 

a willingness to learn from mistakes, students can build 

the confidence and resilience needed for continued 

growth. 

Guided by the Raider Way, THINK, the FISH Philoso-

phy, and a growth mindset, we are committed to 

providing every student with a high-quality education 

in a safe, welcoming, and nurturing environment. 

Through meaningful, challenging, and relevant learn-

ing experiences, we strive to prepare students for suc-

cess in middle school, high school, and life beyond 

graduation. 

We recognize that students are most successful when 

schools and families work together. Please feel free to 

contact us with any questions, concerns, or sugges-

tions. We value your partnership and look forward to a 

positive and successful school year. 

 Mr. Holloway, Principal 

August, 2026-27 

Back to School Edition 

Inside: 

• Orientation 

• Schedule Pick Up 

• Parking Info 

• ParentSquare 
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Point Yourself in the Right Direction! 

Schedule pick up, self-guided tour and optional formal orientation: 

 

This summer edition of our newsletter provides all the information students and families need for a successful start to the 

school year (with the exception of bussing information that will be sent from our transportation department later this 

summer).  

 

All students may pick up their schedules, tour the building and practice opening their lockers on August 27th               

from 9:00am - 2:00pm and from 6:00pm - 7:00pm. School counselors and administrators will be available to answer 

any questions you may have.  

 

If you are the family of a seventh-grade student or an eighth-grade student who is new to our district, you are invited to 

attend a brief orientation presentation in the middle school cafeteria at 2:00 p.m. or 7:00 p.m. on August 27th. Both 

presentations will take place immediately following our schedule pickup and the self-guided building tour.  

 

Remember, the first day of school will be an odd day. All students will begin the day in homeroom, which is listed at the 

top of your schedule. Please be sure you know your homeroom number before arriving. Students will receive a fresh 

copy of their schedules in homeroom, so no need to worry if you lose the one from schedule pick up.  

Dear Horseheads Middle School Families, 
 

Welcome to the 2026-2027 school year!  We are extremely excited to see the familiar faces of those returning to 

us and welcoming everyone who is new to our school.  We have been working hard this summer to make sure you 

have an environment in which you can thrive academically, socially and emotionally. 

One of the greatest characteristics of the Horseheads Middle School community is the care and compassion 
shared between staff, students, parents, and our community.  We are a place where staff and families come together to 
ensure that the children entrusted to us grow to be productive, confident, compassionate members of our community. 

Have a great day, The Raider Way! 

— Mr. Hoeffner, Assistant Principal 

 

Welcome Back Raiders! 

Middle School Contacts 

Middle School Main Office: 739-6357 

Principal: Ron Holloway 

Assistant Principal: Tom Hoeffner 

Main Office Secretary: Ronda Smith 

Attendance Secretary: Amanda Garner 

Nurse: Angela Wright, R.N. 

LPN: Lynette Palma 

Guidance Office Secretary (A-K): Maggie Bleeker 

Guidance Office Secretary (L-Z): Kathryn Whitmarsh 

School Counselor (A-K): Sarah Haskell 

Guidance Counselor (L-Z): Rachel Raftis 

School Psychologist: Sara Michelucci 

Social Worker: Kristen Sternquist 

Social Worker Assistant: Melanie Rahr 
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Welcome Back Raiders! 

PARENT PORTAL 

Don’t have Parent Portal? Please visit our website. In the “QuickLinks” section in the 
middle, near the bottom, hover over “Parent Portal”.  You will be directed to complete 
a short form online. If you have questions, please call Genie Connel at 739-5601, x4251 or 
email gconnel@horseheadsdistrict.com 

Checking your student’s grades on Parent 

Portal? The URL for a computer browser is: 

https://schooltool.horseheadsdistrict.com 

The URL for the mobile app is: 

https://gst1.schooltool.com/horseheads 

Important Contact Information  

• Safe Schools Line -  607-795-2044  

• Mr. Holloway- Principal - rholloway@horseheadsdistrict.com  

• Mr. Hoeffner - Assistant Principal - thoeffner@horseheadsdistrict.com  

• Middle School Main Office - 607-739-6357 

• Middle School Website - http://www.horseheadsdistrict.com/HHMS.cfm 

• Horseheads District Phone Number - 607-795-5601 

• Horseheads District Website - http://www.horseheadsdistrict.com  

• Athletic Office Phone Number - 607-739-5601 x4254 

• Athletic Office Website - http://horseheadsdistrict.com/athletics.cfm 

Beginning with the 2026-27 school year, Horseheads Central 
School District will use ParentSquare as our new communication 
platform for messages between school and home. 

Here's what to do: 

Download the free ParentSquare app today: https://ow.ly/
opeV50Zokms 

On Monday, August 3, watch your email for instructions to 
activate your ParentSquare account. Once activated, you'll be 
ready to receive important district, school, and classroom updates 
throughout the school year. 

Prefer a computer? You can also sign in online after activat-
ing your account at https://ow.ly/1xIY50Zokmu. 

Introducing ParentSquare 

mailto:kpeters@horseheadsdistrict.com
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fl.facebook.com%2Fl.php%3Fu%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fow.ly%252FopeV50Zokms%253Ffbclid%253DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExdllIM0h3eVRlNExrY2VHVnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7xuv1JTCCthWhi0m0Xj
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fl.facebook.com%2Fl.php%3Fu%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fow.ly%252FopeV50Zokms%253Ffbclid%253DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExdllIM0h3eVRlNExrY2VHVnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7xuv1JTCCthWhi0m0Xj
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fow.ly%2F1xIY50Zokmu%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExdllIM0h3eVRlNExrY2VHVnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR5Q1eZk-mZfnI8bX_weRLb8rSB3_ky-r2UyZVHSsLsD64ZQa9Spp-mKKaN4zQ_aem_yFplCSY6x
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Pick-Up and Drop-Off Procedures  

Middle School Drop-Off & Pick-Up Procedures 
 

We understand that the large volume of cars during arrival and dismissal often leads to long lines, 

and we truly appreciate your patience. Our goal is to keep traffic moving through the parking lot as 

smoothly and efficiently as possible.  

 

To help protect students and keep traffic flowing, we ask that all families follow the procedures 

outlined below and the map on page 5. When we all work together and follow the same process, 

it benefits everyone.   

 

Morning Drop-Off Procedures  

• Doors Open: 6:50 AM 

• Breakfast Available: 6:50 AM – 7:12 AM 

• To help your student start their day on time, please ensure they are in the building by 7:10 AM. 

First period begins at 7:15. 

• Use the entire drop-off lane between the first and last crosswalks. 

• Middle School Drop Off: Use the outside loop, farthest from the canopy. 

• Intermediate School Drop Off: Use the inside loop near the canopy. 

• Please refer to the map provided. 

• Do not wait until you're directly in front of the entrance to drop off your student. Our supervisors have 

been instructed to direct traffic and speak directly to students when procedures are not followed. 

• Use caution when pulling around other vehicles. 

• Make sure your student is ready to exit quickly with all belongings in hand. 

• Students must use the crosswalk near the main entrance. Please wait for the staff member to cross 

you. They may hold pedestrians at times to keep the traffic moving. 

• Please do not drop off students in the parking lots or on Sing Sing Road. 

Continued on page 4 and 5  
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 Please Do NOT drop students off in the parking lots or on Sing Sing Road. 

 

Afternoon Pick-Up Procedures: 

• Students who ride the bus or walk are dismissed at 2:05. 

• Students who are being picked up are dismissed at 2:10. 

• You may pick up your student using the middle school drop-off lane, the intermediate school drop-off 

lane, or the designated parking spots in the upper section of the parking lot. 

 

Tips for a Smooth Pick Up: 

• Use the same pick-up location each day to help your student know where to go. 

• All students must use the crosswalk near the main entrance.  

 

Important Timing Notes: 

• Intermediate School Pick Up: Begins at 1:55 PM 

• Middle School Pick Up: Begins at 2:10 PM  Please do not arrive before 2:05 PM to avoid 

overcrowding the parking lot. 

• From 2:10 to around 2:20, only left turns are allowed when exiting the middle school lot. This helps 

buses leave on time to get to the high school.   

• Before 2:10 and after 2:20, you may turn left or right as usual. 

 

Safety Reminder 

• Watch for students and staff in the parking lot and crosswalks. 

• Follow all directions from our staff — they’re here to keep traffic moving efficiently.  

 

 

 

Pick-Up and Drop-Off Procedures  
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Parking Lot Map for Pick Up and Drop Off  

Thank you for your cooperation and for helping us 

make drop off and pick up run smoothly.  
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Welcome Back Raiders! 

BELL SCHEDULES 

Students are expected to be in 1st period by 7:15am, 9:15am on 2-hour delay days, for morning announcements. 

Breakfast is served in the MS café from 6:50 – 7:12 each morning. 

No Breakfast on 2-Hour Delay Days. 

Regular Bell Schedule 

Period 1     7:15 - 8:00 

(AM Announcements) 

Period 2     8:03 – 8:43  

Period 3     8:46 – 9:26  

Period 4     9:29 – 10:09 

Period 5     10:12 - 10:52 

Period 6A  10:55 – 11:15 

Period 6B  11:15 - 11:35 

Period 7A  11:38 - 11:58 

Period 7B  11:58 - 12:18 

Period 8     12:21 - 1:01 

Period 9      1:04 - 1:44 

(PM Announcements) 

Period 10    1:47 - 2:05 

2:05/2:10 Dismissal 

Students have 3 minutes to pass 

between periods. 

2-Hour Delay Bell Schedule 

Period 1     9:15 - 9:41 

(AM Announcements) 

Period 2     9:44 – 10:10 

Period 3     10:13 – 10:39 

Period 4     10:42 – 11:08 

Period 5     11:11 - 11:37 

Period 6A  11:40 – 12:00 

Period 6B  12:00 - 12:20 

Period 7A  12:23 - 12:43 

Period 7B  12:43 - 1:03 

Period 8     1:06 - 1:32 

Period 9     1:35 - 2:05 

(PM Announcements) 

NO 10TH PERIOD 

2:05/2:10 Dismissal 

Students have 3 minutes to pass 

between periods. 

Regular Day 

Parent Drop Off : 

6:50 - 7:10 

Students wait in the Main Gym 

Buses Unload 

7:00am 

Students wait in the Main Gym 

Students Dismissed to 1st period: 

7:10 

2-Hour Delay Day 

Parent Drop Off : 

8:50 - 9:10 

Students wait in the Main Gym 

Buses Unload 

9:00am 

Students wait in the Main Gym 

Students Dismissed to 1st period: 

9:10 
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Welcome Back Raiders! 

HEALTH 

 

The Health Office is available to support students who are not feeling well, require first aid, or have health-

related needs during the school day. Any accidents, injuries, or illnesses that occur on school grounds must 

be reported to the nurse immediately. 

 

Medication: To administer medication during school hours, a written order from a NYS licensed healthcare 

provider is required. This applies to both prescription and over-the-counter medications.  

• All medications must be brought to school by an adult in their original, properly labeled containers. Over-the-

counter medications must be in their original packaging.  

• Students are not permitted to carry medications unless there is a self-carry order from their healthcare provider 

     and approval from the school nurse. We encourage self-carry orders for emergency medications such as  

     inhalers and EpiPens to ensure quick access when needed.  

• Medication orders must be renewed each school year.  

Physicals: New York State requires physical examinations for students in grades Pre-K/K, 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, and 11, 

for new students entering the district, for participation in athletics, and when requesting working papers. A physical 

completed within 12 months of the start of the school year is acceptable.  

• All 7th-grade students must submit a physical dated September 8, 2025 or later. 

• Physicals must be completed by a healthcare provider licensed in New York State or by a provider  

     practicing within 30 miles of the NYS border.  

• All physicals must be documented on the official New York State School Health Examination Form.  

Screenings: State-mandated health screenings are conducted during the school year. All 7th-grade students will 

be screened for vision and hearing. In addition, 7th-grade girls will be screened for scoliosis. If a screening  

indicates the need for further follow-up, parents/guardians will be notified in writing. 

Emergency Contact Form: At the beginning of the school year, an Emergency Contact Form will be sent home. 

This form includes space to indicate any health conditions and medications. Please complete, sign, and return this 

form promptly so the school has current information to support your child’s health and safety. 

Important Reminder 

New York State requires all incoming 7th-grade stu-

dents receive one dose of the Meningococcal Vaccine 

prior to entering the 7th-grade school year. Your child 

will not be able to attend school beginning 9/22/26 without 

proof of immunization. If you are new to the district, a 

copy of your student’s immunization record is required 

within 14 days of entry. 

School Nurse: Mrs. Wright, RN 

LPN: Ms. Palma 
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Horseheads Middle School 

 

Student Planner 

2026-27 

 

 

Student Name _____________ 

 

Welcome Back Raiders! 

FOR PARENTS 

Student Planner 
All students will receive a student planner to help them stay organized and adjust to 

the expectations of middle school. The planner should be used daily to keep track of 

homework, record test dates, and plan for long-term projects. 

Grade Reporting  
Student progress reports are distributed to students during 10th period approximately five weeks before the end of 

each marking period. Report cards are distributed to students during 10th period at the end of each marking period. The 

district calendar shows our progress report and report card distribution dates. In addition, you will receive an email to 

remind you when progress reports and report cards are issued. 

Please be sure you have registered for the Parent Portal. This system allows you to monitor your student’s grades 

throughout the marking period. If you need to register for Parent Portal, please visit the District website or contact our 

guidance office. 

If you would like to schedule a meeting to discuss your student’s progress, please call your student’s school counselor. 

Students can keep track of their progress using the Parent Portal at anytime during the school year. 

Progress 
Reports 

  

Progress 
Report 
Period 
Ends  

Progress 
Reports 
Issued 

5 wk 10/8/26 10/14/26 

15 wk 12/18/26 12/22/26 

25 wk 3/12/27 3/17/27 

35 wk 5/28/27 6/2/27 

Report 
Cards 

Marking 
Period 
Ends  

Report Cards 
Issued 

MP 1 11/13/26 11/18/26 

MP 2 2/1/27 2/3/27 

MP 3 4/23/27 4/28/27 

MP 4 6/25/27 7/8/27 

Second Semester Begins 2/2/2027 
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Welcome Back Raiders! 

Middle School Courses  
Meets Everyday for 40 Weeks: 

• ELA 

• World Language  

• Science 

• Social Studies 

• Math  

• Concert Band 

Meets Every Other Day for 40 Weeks: 

• Accelerated Art 

• Physical Education  

• Raider White Band 

• Raider Blue Band 

• Orchestra 

Meets Everyday for 20 Weeks  

• Health 

• Technology  

• 8th-Grade Family and Consumer Science (FACS) 

Meets Every Other Day for 20 Weeks  

• Art  

• Choir and General Music 

• 7th-Grade Family and Consumer Science  

Middle School Time Schedule 
Students are expected to be in first period by 7:15 for morning announcements. 

Breakfast is available from 6:50-7:12 in the MS Café. 

YOUR STUDENT’S DAY 

Late Entry / Early Dismissal 

Students who are late to school must report to the Main Office. The student should bring a written excuse. If it 
is necessary for a student to leave school early, they must have written permission from a parent or guardian.        
Students must be picked up in the Main Office by a parent or guardian. If your child is being picked up from school 
during the day by an individual other than a parent or guardian, please notify the school in writing. If you are      
picking up your child at dismissal time, no note is required.  

Students at Horseheads Middle School are scheduled 

for 10 periods each day and follow an odd/even-day 

schedule. The first day of school is an ODD day. 

Sample Student Schedule 
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Being a Blue Raider 

The Horseheads Middle School faculty and staff are committed to promoting academic, developmental, be-

havioral and social growth in our students. We encourage parents to help us achieve this goal by supporting our 

efforts. The responsibility for this growth does ultimately rest with each and every student. Below is a list of char-

acteristics of a middle school Blue Raider: 

 Blue Raiders come to school and class prepared, on time and ready to learn. 

 Blue Raiders complete all homework, class work and class projects to the best of their ability. 

 Blue Raiders know and understand school policies and procedures and accept the direction of teachers, school 
officials and others who have been assigned the responsibility to enforce them. 

 Blue Raiders practice good citizenship, particularly by respecting the rights, privileges and property of others. 

 

Welcome Back Raiders! 

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES 

Attendance 

The building principal is authorized to excuse, 

upon receipt of a written and signed explanation from 

the parent/guardian, an absence, late arrival or early 

departure from school for the following reasons: 

1. Illness 

2. Illness or death in the student’s family 

3. Serious, contagious, or epidemic disease in the 

household where the student resides 

4. Doctor, dental or other medical professional  

appointments which cannot be arranged for any 

other time 

5. Unsafe travel conditions 

6. Required presence in court 

7. Religious observance 

Any other absence is considered unexcused. 

Each absence must be accounted for. It is essential 

that parents/guardians provide a written excuse for 

each absence. Such excuse should contain the reason 

and date of absence. 

Tardiness 

Being on time to class and prepared to work is 

very important.  Students are to be in their seats and 

ready to work when the bell sounds.   

If a student is late to class without a pass, the 

teacher and student will discuss why.  If the student 

is late to class a second time, the teacher will warn 

the student that if they are late again, they will be 

assigned a lunch detention. Two lunch detentions 

will be assigned after their sixth tardy.  

Note: Students are tardy for 1st 

period at 7:15. Please expect longer wait times in 

the drop-off line at 7:00am and later.   

NOTE:  Students in HS credit-bearing 

courses must be in attendance for 85% 

of scheduled classes to receive credit. 

You will be notified of absences by your 

student’s teachers and the building email 

and all-call systems. 
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Welcome Back Raiders! 

All Students Will Be Assigned a Locker 

Students will be permitted to carry a backpack and a water bottle throughout the school day. Students 

may not carry open drink containers, such as cans of soda, or food outside of the cafeteria. We encour-

age all students to use their lockers. This will reduce the weight they need to carry in their backpacks. 

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES 

Code of Conduct 

Our Code of Conduct can be found on the district website. 

It will also be emailed to students and parents/guardians in September. 

School Supplies 

We are asking students to come with materials they feel will help them be successful. However, the 

following items will be required: 

• Backpack or other bag 

• Three-ring binders:  We suggest one binder for AM and one for PM classes 

• Folders and dividers  

• Loose-leaf paper or spiral notebook  

• Composition notebook 

• Dry erase markers  

• Index cards  

• Earbuds 

• Pens, pencils and highlighters          

Please Note: Some teachers may require additional supplies. Students will receive a district-provided laptop for 

their individual academic use. More detailed information will be shared at the beginning of the school year. 
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Hallway 

While traveling between classes, students are ex-
pected to be respectful of others. Running, shouting or 
wandering in the halls is irresponsible, unsafe and may 
lead to disciplinary consequences.
 

 Library 

Students may use the library during study halls with 
a pre-signed pass.  They may also check out or return 
materials or print using a pass. Please return library 
books by the due date. Students will be required to pay 
for lost or damaged books.  
 

Textbooks/Laptops 
Textbooks and a laptop are loaned to students for 

their use during the school year. Be responsible 
by keeping them in good condition. You will be billed 
for intentional damage to textbooks or laptops. 
Repeated accidental damage may also result in a bill. 
 

Odd/Even Day Schedule 

The Middle School operates on an odd/even day 
schedule. The first day of school is an Odd day. Each 
day an announcement is made reminding students of the 
current day.  The day is also posted in the window of 
the main office. 

 

Report Cards 

Parents and guardians will be informed of student 
progress in two ways.  A Progress Report is sent home 
with each student at the five-week point of each marking 
period. A Report Card is sent home with each student at 
the end of the ten-week marking period.  We also en-
courage parents to sign up for the Parent Portal.  

 

Emergency Drills 

All mandatory safety drills will be conducted at 

 

Welcome Back Raiders! 

Breakfast is available

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES 

Picture Day - 9/11/26 

Student pictures will be used for School Tool and 
the yearbook. They will be available for purchase with 
a choice of several packages.  Information for order-
ing will be available in September. 

Absent students and those requesting re-takes 
will have their picture taken on Make-up Day (11/6). 
Students do not need to purchase any pictures. 
Yearbooks will be sold separately online starting in 
February. Please note that no yearbooks will be sold 
at school. 

 

School Counselors 
Your assigned school counselor can help you 

with academic, social and family concerns. School 
counselors work with all students to monitor their pro-
gress academically, socially and emotionally. We en-
courage students to see their counselor to assist them 
with school and other concerns. 

 

Student Council 
Members of the HMS Student Council are hard-

working, responsible and demonstrate positive 
citizenship.  A school-wide election in the fall will 
determine who will become the officers and represent-
atives for our student body.  Students will be 
invited to participate early in the fall. Listen for 
announcements in September. 

Canvas is our online learning platform where 
students and families can view class assignments,  
resources and due dates. Students should check      
Canvas regularly, especially following an absence, to 
stay current with assignments and classwork.  
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Middle School Safety and Security 

Safety for our students, staff, and community is a 
top priority.  All visitors must come to the middle 
school main entrance and press a buzzer to alert the 
Main Office.  Visitors will state their purpose for being 
at the school, and must be let in by the school’s Main 
Office secretaries. You will be required to show a valid 
government ID to move outside of the main office dur-
ing the school day.  
 

Safe Schools  Line 
The Horseheads Central School District has an 

anonymous tip line for students, parents and our com-
munity to use to report rumors, tips or other items of 
concern regarding district schools. The service is avail-
able 24 hours, seven days a week. All calls are anony-
mous, unless the caller wishes to leave their name and 
number. Tip Line: 607-795-2044 or 1-800-305-4984. 

Please provide as many details as possible so 
we can better address your concern. 

 

Out-of-School Suspension (OSS) 

This form of discipline is used to correct serious 
Code-of-Conduct violations. A student may be sus-
pended from school for up to five school days by the 
principal. Prior to a student returning to school, a con-
ference will be held with the student and the principal 
or assistant principal.
  

 
 

 

Welcome Back Raiders! 

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES 

In-School Suspension (ISS) 

In-School Suspension (ISS) is a form of discipline 
used to correct student behavior. ISS is our in-school 
suspension program.  Students who do not meet school 
expectations may be assigned to ISS for an appropriate 
period of time.  When a student is scheduled for ISS, 
teachers will provide educational materials. The length 
of time scheduled in ISS can range from one period to 
ten periods a day.  The administrator who assigns a stu-
dent to ISS will notify the student’s parents by phone. 
 

Student Passes 
Teachers may give pre-signed passes to students to 

visit the library or their classroom during 10th period. 
Pre-signed passes are used when students require addi-
tional help, need to make up work or when assignments 
need to be completed.  

 

Cafeteria 
Students are expected to be respectful and keep 

the cafeteria clean. This means cleaning up after them-
selves and leaving their space the way they would want 
to find it. 

Students may choose where they sit but are 
expected to remain at their table for the entire lunch 
period, except when discarding trash or returning trays. 
Students must remain in the cafeteria until they are dis-
missed by the supervisor on duty. 

While lunch provides some freedoms, it also comes 
with responsibility. Students who do not follow expec-
tations may be assigned a specific seat or required to eat 
in the lunch detention room. 

Open food and drinks are not permitted outside the 
cafeteria. 
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Welcome Back Raiders! 

PE Physical Education  
Changing Out:  

All students are encouraged to change out for 

each physical education class.  

Changing out consists of changing from the 

clothes you wore to school into shorts or sweats 

and a t-shirt or sweatshirt.  

It is recommended that students have two sets 

of P.E. clothes so if they take a set home to wash, 

they will have another set in case the first set is 

forgotten. 

 

 

Locker Room/Lockers:  

All students are given the option to have a 

locker in the locker room. If a student wants a 

locker, they need to bring in a combination lock. It 

is not required for a student to have a locker but is 

highly recommended.  

Any questions or concerns can be brought to 

the physical education department.  

Physical Education Medical Excuses  

Students who are unable to participate in physical edu-

cation class must obtain a written medical excuse from a 

physician. The medical excuse should indicate the nature of 

the injury, the expected length of the absence and specific 

limitations. Please bring all medical excuses to the school 

nurse.  

Medical excuses do not eliminate the need to partici-

pate in physical education class. Students will be provided 

with alternative assignments such as article reviews, physi-

cal fitness and health-related PowerPoints or the comple-

tion of a personal fitness log. The alternative assignments 

will be explained to the student by the student’s physical 

education teacher.  

Students must report to their assigned physical educa-

tion class for attendance and review of alternative assign-

ments. After checking in with their teacher, students will be 

directed to the library where they are expected to work on 

their alternative assignments.  The school nurse, physical 

education teachers and building principal can assist with 

questions related to medical excuses.  

 
• Student Council 

• Library Workers 

• School Store Workers  
• HMS Live 

• Band  

• Orchestra  
• Vocal Music  

• Science Olympiad 

• Community Service Events  
• School Musical  

• Athletics  

• Technology Guild 

• Accelerated Art (HS Credit) 
• Accelerated Math (Algebra I HS Credit) 
 
 

 
• World Language (HS Credit) 

• Living Environment (HS Credit) 

• Harmony Bridge 
• National Junior Honor Society 

• Yearbook  

• BOCES Career Day  
• PONY Express Pass 

• Mock Interviews 

• Variety Show 
• Student Leadership Team 

• Scholastic Challenge  

• School Dance & Open Gym 

• Assemblies  
• Student Technology Team  
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL OPPORTUNITIES 
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Welcome Back Raiders! 

Middle School Award Programs 

We believe that students should be honored for their academic accomplishments, as well as their commitment to 

following the Raider Way. We offer several awards and recognition for student achievement. 

Honor Roll 

Students qualify for the Honor Roll by meeting the criteria outlined below: 

95-100 - Distinguished High Honor Roll 

90-94.99 - High Honor Roll 

85-89.99 - Honor Roll 

Honor Roll certificates are distributed during 10th period following each marking period. Students who fail one or 

more classes, or have an Incomplete on their report card, are not eligible for the Honor Roll. 

National Junior Honor Society (NJHS) - by invitation only 

Students meeting the initial screening criteria will be invited to apply for the National Junior Honor Society. The 

criteria are listed below: 

1. Students must achieve an average of 90% in all subjects. 
2. Students must demonstrate the five pillars 

of the NJHS: Scholarship, Leadership, Service, Character, and Citizenship. 
 
Once students receive their invitation to apply, they must complete an online application, write an essay, and attend 

an informational meeting. Applicants are then reviewed by the NJHS faculty selection committee. Successful can-

didates will receive an acceptance letter and invitation to the ceremony in late May. Students will remain members 

of the NJHS as long as they continue to uphold the high standards of the society. The induction ceremony is held in 

June. 

8th Grade Awards - by invitation only 

1. President’s Award for Educational Excellence 

• Students must maintain an average of 90% or higher in math, English, science, social studies and 

world language over the course of seven marking periods at the middle school. 

3. Highest Average Award 

4. Triple C Award 

• Each 8th-grade team nominates a student who they feel best meets the criteria of commitment, charac-

ter and courage. These students are honored with a certificate from the Attorney General of NYS. 

4. Art Award 

• Middle School art teachers select two students who demonstrate excellence in the area of art. Students 

will have their artwork framed and displayed at the middle school. 

 

The 8th Grade Awards Assembly is held in June. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL RECOGNITION 
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Welcome Back Raiders! 

Fall Sports Registration is Open 

Visit the District’s Athletic Website for more information: 

http://www.horseheadsdistrict.com/athletics.cfm 

http://www.horseheadsdistrict.com/athletics.cfm
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Donate to the PTO with Venmo! 

 

Welcome Back Raiders! 

TRANSPORTATION 

District Transportation 

The School District provides bus transportation for all students. Improper conduct may result in bus suspension 

and/or school consequences. Students cannot ride a bus home with their friends without special permission from the 

transportation department.   

 

Bus Transportation Morning Routine 

      Students riding the bus to school will arrive beginning at 7:00am and will wait in the MS Café until the 7:10 bell 

before going to their class.  

 

Bus Transportation Afternoon Routine 

Students riding the bus home from school will be dismissed at 2:05 pm. Busses will begin departing the middle 

school 2:15 pm. Athletes practicing directly afterschool at locations off our middle school campus, will ride a sports 

bus.  

 

Walkers and Bikers Morning Routine 

Students walking to school must have written parent permission on file. Students will enter the middle school no 

earlier than 6:50 am at the front entrance and wait in the MS Gym until the 7:10 bell before going to their class. 

 

Walkers and Bikers Afternoon Routine 

Walkers are dismissed at 2:05 pm. We ask that walkers use sidewalks and crosswalks when available and be 

mindful of the large volume of traffic in the middle school parking lots and on Sing Sing Road.  

Save the Date for Open House  

Please join us for our first open house of the year on September 22nd from 6:00 - 7:00 pm. A PTO 

meeting will be held in the middle school library from 5:00 - 6:00 pm. New members are          

welcome.  
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Welcome Back Raiders! 

TRANSPORTATION 
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Welcome Back Raiders! 

TRANSPORTATION 
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Welcome Back Raiders! - CODE OF CONDUCT 
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Learn up-to-date information about our schools and district: 

- Facebook: The district and each of our seven schools have pages. 
“Like” them to see our information in  your news feed  

- Twitter: Follow us on Twitter at @HhdsSchools to read our tweets 

- Follow us on Instagram at hhdsschools 

- Visit our district website at www.horseheadsdistrict.com 

-    Questions about our website or social media? 
E-mail hcsdinfo@horseheadsdistrict.com 

 

Welcome Back Raiders! - CODE OF CONDUCT 

http://www.horseheadsdistrict.com
mailto:hcsdinfo@horseheadsdistrict.com
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Let’s Have a Great Year… 

the Raider Way! 


